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Introduction  

In 2013 my book Gudarna återvänder. Ufo och den esoteriska traditionen (Return of the 

Gods. UFOs and the Esoteric Tradition) was published. To my knowledge this was the first 

extensive study of how ideas and assertions in the Esoteric Tradition has influenced the UFO 

movement, both from a scholarly and esoteric perspective. But it was also an attempt to 

formulate a variant of the esoteric intervention theory, presented by Jacques Vallee in several 

books and articles.  

As the book was only published in Swedish several of my many friends and UFO research 

colleagues around the world urged me to make an English translation. About a year ago I did 

begin translating the manuscript but soon discovered that so much additional interesting data 

had come my way since 2013 that I abandoned the idea. Instead I decided to publish a 

compilation of some of the relevant blog entries about UFOs and Esotericism written 2013-

2017. This compilation is only a selection and more data can be found on my blog: 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/  

As I have not changed anything in the blog entries there will naturally be much repetition in 

the compilation. But I hope this study will be of interest and compensate readers who had 

hoped for a translation om my book. To make reading easier I have arranged the blog entries 

in seven main headings but they are not in publishing sequence which may in some instances 

be a bit confusing.  

I would like to express my deep gratitude to all friends and research colleagues worldwide 

who have provided much new data, encouragement and help in several ways.  

Håkan Blomqvist 

Örebro, Sweden  

June 2017 
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1. The Esoteric Tradition 

The problems in introducing esotericism 

The student or interested reader who for the first time, in books or on the Internet,  begin 

searching for information on esotericism or the Esoteric Tradition will be faced with a 

plethora of conflicting claims and a seemingly endless stream of fanciful and fantastic 

messages from òAscended Mastersò. Scientifically and philosophically educated students 

soon realize that the naive platitudes and simple mysticism presented in much of this literature 

is of little interest, except to scholars of Religion or Cultural History. 

The problem is that hidden in this mass of popular occultism and mysticism there is to be 

found a treasure trove of knowledge and wisdom of a very different quality. A profound 

philosophy and Science of the Multiverse that should be of interest to every intellectual 

humanist and academic scholar looking for a worldview and lifeview that can present relevant 

and reasonable answers to the deeper existential questions not given by orthodox theology, 

science or philosophy. Furthermore this Science of the Multiverse or paradigm is a useful tool 

as a working hypothesis to the investigator of UFO and paranormal phenomena. 

 

 

 

A complicating factor, even for those students who have found The Philosopher´s Stone, is 

the difference in the level or quality of presentation given by different authors. To my 

knowledge the best and intellectually most articulate introduction to The Ancient Wisdom is 

written by the Swedish esotericist Henry T. Laurency. In his writings he often laments the 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/04/new-books-and-donation.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2017/03/esotericism-for-dummies.html
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/--F2xJzC-eSc/WS3D8P3KkSI/AAAAAAAAJnE/6illNq9GROU8SF-mOkxk4yHljhG6GERYQCLcB/s1600/Caldwell+The+esoteric+world+of+Madame+Blavatsky+bl.jpg
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mistakes made when esotericism was first publicly introduced to humanity, beginning in 1875 

with The Theosophical Society: 

ò After 1875, esoteric facts have been publicized. But just very few of these facts have yet 

been put into their right contexts. Loose facts are worthless and too few facts will easily be 

misleading. It is very deplorable that this ñsecret knowledgeò at its first appearance was given 

such an abortive presentationé The various theosophical attempts at esoteric world view are 

incomplete to the extent of being misleading (Sinnett and Judge), or all too one-sided 

(Leadbeater) to meet the demands of intellectuals for an all-sided mental system. It is true that 

Blavatsky publicized a great number of esoteric facts, but she did not bother to put them into 

comprehensible contexts. Her writings (Isis Unveiled and The Secret Doctrine) are certainly 

gold-mines of facts, more resembling voluminous encyclopaedias, but are largely inaccessible 

for those who have not acquired a system. Her inability to find a terminology suitable for 

Western language usage makes it even more difficult to study her writingsé  The concepts 

used must be clearly defined. They must be part of Western language and scientific mode of 

presentation. If you want to give knowledge to people, you must do it in such a manner that 

they are able to comprehend it. Instead, there was a monstrous mixture of symbolic sayings 

and unintelligible terminology with Sanskrit words already misunderstood. ò (Henry T. 

Laurency, Knowledge of Life Two, online ed. 3.4:1,3,7) 

 

 

For the novice in esoteric studies it is important to have a clear understanding of the source of 

this knowledge, to realize who are the actual custodians of the Ancient Wisdom. Although 

they are far ahead of humanity in general in the evolution of consciousness and belong to the 

next or fifth kingdom in nature, they are no hazy spooks in the astral world but most of them 

men and women, presently incarnated in physical bodies working together in a hidden or 

secret organization that has been given various names in literature; Planetary Hierarchy, Inner 

Government, White Brotherhood, Elder Brothers, Great White Lodge. The Tibetan adept D.K. 

http://www.laurency.com/index.html
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-4WPjGuYcOwg/WS3EonkdplI/AAAAAAAAJnM/82JapBoNKsYW3WI4s53ka2UrsSo-7l7jwCLcB/s1600/Fuller+Blavatsky+bl.jpg
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who is the official secretary and organizing contact man of this organization made this 

statement in one of the books dictated to his amanuensis Alice Bailey: òWe who watch and 

guide on the inner side, watch with loving care all of you who struggle in the thick of the fray. 

We are like the General Headquarters Staff who follow the course of the battle from a secure 

eminence. òAlice Bailey, A Treatise of White Magic, clothbound ed. p. 371). 

 

Some of the books by Alice Bailey 

Another important fact to consider is that this organization has since 1775 made plans to 

reveal part of their knowledge for the benefit of humanity and also decided that from 1875, as 

a test, disclose the fact of their, hitherto unknown, existence and work on our planet. 

Eventually they hope to be able to live openly in our society as teachers and guides. To the 

mainstream intellectual and cultural elite, immersed in and limited by the materialist, 

reductionist worldview such ideas are anathema or irrational fantasies, unless they have 

entered the path of the scientific heretic and discovered that there is a Forbidden Science. 

 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ld2cVAscc7g/WS3E8EsQkTI/AAAAAAAAJnQ/ox8Ox6egm6ExtjZC60DGCBbq7tphGzF4ACLcB/s1600/Alice+Bailey+collection+2.jpg
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-gEcHYqdj64g/WS3FwyGj-rI/AAAAAAAAJnY/u_66WFNP3ogcKDoXCs7ZwqW0C9VT7s6FgCLcB/s1600/Scott+The+Initiate+bl.jpg
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In popular occultism the members of the Planetary Guardians have often been presented in 

unrealistic and ridiculous ways, uttering meaningless platitudes to spiritist mediums and 

channelers worldwide. The critical and discerning student will immediately notice the 

difference in intellectual quality between these messages and the teachings presented in 

esoteric volumes. But we still have to contend with the limited knowledge, ability and 

idiosyncrasies of the authors in contact with and working together with members of the 

Planetary Guardians. Especially as the information is not always dictated but òinspiredò in 

various ways. 

Alice Bailey is in this respect an interesting example. Although she physically met and 

corresponded with her teacher, the Tibetan D.K., her books were dictated clairaudiently or 

often only inspired where Bailey used her own knowledge and terminology. As she early in 

life was a Christian missionary many of her books use ideas and expressions from Christianity 

but with an esoteric explanation. This can be very confusing and frustrating at times, 

especially to readers with a scientific and critical mind who simply want the facts without 

Christian symbols or quotes from the Bible. 

 

Alice Bailey 

Esotericist Henry T. Laurency makes some critical comments on this problem when reading 

Alice Bailey: ò Everywhere the former Christian missionary shines through who could never 

divest her mind from old Christian fictions and who makes this colour her presentationé If 

A.A.B:ôs intention was to meet with approval among Christians by using their terminology, 

she counteracts this effect by unnecessarily disclosing the import of the symbols and 

depriving these readers of quite a few cherished illusions and fictions. When A.A.B. speaks it 

is now the esoterician speaking, now the Christian missionary who knows her Bible.ò 

(Knowledge of Life Five, online ed. 7:2, 39). This comment is not made to belittle the 

tremendous work done by Bailey but simply to explain the problems encountered by the 

http://www.laurency.com/index.html
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-naArFBkhDh4/WS3FUlT37II/AAAAAAAAJnU/q-NwNoNxBpwAJ_3yTB-y_bWs_JRgJ62OQCLcB/s1600/Alice+Bailey+bl.JPG
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teachers. The Tibetan is very well aware of these shortcomings regarding his amanuensis and 

also that a new and more adequate terminology is badly needed in esotericism.   

The teachers belonging to the Planetary Guardians I have sometimes, in a humorous mode, 

 referred to as the Higher Intelligence Agency (HIA). Theosophist Henry Steel Olcott, who 

knew several of them personally often called them ñthe boysò. This attitude can be a useful 

antidote when confronted with the often ridiculously devotional literature attributed to the 

adepts. There is a quote regarding the lives of òMastersò in Alice BaileyËs book The 

Externalisation of the Hierarchy, that gives a good perspective of this issue: òThey will stand 

forth as living examples of goodwill, of true love, of intelligent applied wisdom, of high good 

nature and humour, and of normalcy. They may indeed be so normal that recognition of what 

They are may escape noticeé I would here remind you that many of the Masters are married 

and have raised families". (p. 699, clothbound ed.) 

 

Referring to the Planetary Guardians as the Higher Intelligence Agency is in several respects 

an appropriate description as their work in many ways resembles the activities of the global 

Intelligence organizations. The Elder Brothers have their "safe houses" and are the custodians 

of an inaccessible library, archive and museum where the real history of our planet of 

sorrow can be studied. Possibly they also have a secret Vimana technology at their disposal. 

But most important of all, their work is a constant fight for the good, the true and the 

beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/henry-olcott-and-phenomena.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/03/esoteric-archives.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/05/welcome-to-alcatraz.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/05/welcome-to-alcatraz.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/05/welcome-to-alcatraz.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/06/richard-kieninger-ufos-and-esoteric.html
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What I have been trying to say 

In March 2009 I started this blog in Swedish and changed to the English language in March 

2013. During the first four years much new data on the history of the Swedish UFO 

movement, close encounter and contact cases was presented. This was combined with news 

from UFO-Sweden and AFU. In 2013 I presented a position statement on the blog and my 

latest book was also published: Gudarna återvänder. Ufo och den esoteriska 

traditionen (Return of the Gods. UFOs and the Esoteric Tradition). 

 

Since 2013 I have increasingly focused on studies of the Esoteric Tradition as a valid theory 

or paradigm in relation to investigation of UFO, Fortean and paranormal phenomena. 

Esotericism as presented primarely by Helena Blavatsky, Charles Leadbeater, Alice 

Bailey and Henry T. Laurency. Simply because in my view these authors represent the most 

interesting, scholarly and intellectual efforts to formulate esotericism as a science of the 

multiverse.  A worldview that could be accepted as a working hypothesis by critical and 

scientifically minded scholars and researchers. 

 
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky 1831-1891 

I am of course aware of that by presenting myself as an esotericist among mainstream 

scientific ufologists is regarded by many as intellectual harakiri or irrational hereticism. But 

my objective has never been to appear as ufologically correct but simply to find the truth. In 

this respect I adhere to the motto of Riley Crabb, for many years director of Borderland 

Sciences research Foundation (BSRF): ñIf I have one goal in life it is an uncompromising 

search for the Truth, whatever that might be, and wherever it may lead.ò 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/04/position-statement.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/11/return-of-gods-ufos-and-esoteric.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/11/return-of-gods-ufos-and-esoteric.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/11/return-of-gods-ufos-and-esoteric.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/08/esotericism-and-intellectual-humanist.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/04/paranormal-phenomena-and-esoteric.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/henry-olcott-and-phenomena.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/an-interesting-letter.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/alice-bailey-and-extraterrestrial.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/alice-bailey-and-extraterrestrial.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/alice-bailey-and-extraterrestrial.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/01/the-henry-t-laurency-legacy.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/04/riley-crabb-ufos-and-theosophy.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/03/round-robin-and-contactee-history.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/03/round-robin-and-contactee-history.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/03/round-robin-and-contactee-history.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-SPNUtUKBsok/VhPr_7S4hvI/AAAAAAAAIRA/QrLqzwvI6RQ/s1600/Helena+Petrovna+Blavatsky+bl.jpg
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Riley Crabb 1913-1994 

There are now so many blog posts where I have presented the esoteric interpretation of 

various UFO and paranormal phenomena including the contactees of the 1950s that I find 

further blogging on this theme not very meaningful. It would simply be repeating the same 

message with new data. Instead I will concentrate on news on our AFU website. If and when I 

find new and interesting data relating to UFOs and esotericism I will present them on this 

blog. 

 

So what have I essentially been trying to say in my books, articles and blog? Here is a brief 

summary of my basic points: 

 

UFO and paranormal phenomena challenges the materialist, reductionist paradigm 

Most serious field investigators who have spent years documenting UFO, Fortean and 

paranormal phenomena sooner or later come to a point where they start asking themselves the 

basic question: what are the implications of all these phenomena? There are of course 

ufologists and Forteans who gather cases like stamp collectors, without bothering about 

paradigm issues or the scientific and philosophical challenges implied by the phenomena. But 

for investigators with a scholarly or intellectual approach the various phenomena are usually 

the starting point of a life long search for the deeper existential questions. 

 

The field investigator of UFO, Fortean and paranormal phenomena who after years of study 

and with a mass of empirical data realizes that the reductionist/materialist worldview is 

untenable and a new paradigm or theory encompassing a multiverse must be formulated, face 

the dilemma of finding a reasonable and intellectually acceptable alternative working 

http://www.afu.info/afu2/
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-bVa68a5-_LY/VhPseqXOeNI/AAAAAAAAIRI/EqPWepNO7ok/s1600/Crabb,+riley+bl.jpg
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hypothesis. There is no ontology in ufology as Jacques Vallee said in a recent speech. When 

faced with all the data on well documented cases of UFO, Fortean and paranormal phenomena 

most mainstream scientists retire into a materialist, reductionist cul-de-sac and simply deny 

the data. There are a few exceptions, researchers who become the cultural heretics of our time 

entering the domain of the Forbidden Science. 

 
 

Esotericism as a working hypothesis for a science of the multiverse 

Neither reductionist materialism nor orthodox religion has any tenable answers when faced 

with UFO and paranormal phenomena which clearly indicate a multiverse reality. If there is 

a multiverse inhabited by various sentient beings of different evolution and intelligence there 

must also be a science of the multiverse. Which implies that it is reasonable to assume the 

existence of "scientists" of the multiverse or custodians of knowledge not discovered by 

mainstream science. This is the position maintained by The Esoteric Tradition or The Ancient 

Wisdom. I have found the esoteric worldview formulated by a.o. Helena Blavatsky, Charles 

Leadbeater, Alice Bailey and Henry T. Laurency the intellectually most interesting alternative 

paradigm to be used as a working hypothesis when dealing with UFO and paranormal 

phenomena. It represents a third way worldview between materialism och religion. 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/05/humanism-skepticism-esotericism.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/04/paranormal-phenomena-and-esoteric.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/paradigms-and-intellectual-integrity.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-oSnlg5DiEH8/VhPs65GdAvI/AAAAAAAAIRQ/l4CHmQrsKTM/s1600/Vallee+Forbidden+Science+1+bl.jpg
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Alice Bailey 1880-1949 

The multiverse theory is today presented from different scientific disciplines; physics, 

astronomy, psychology, parapsychology and since the 1970s it has been a prominent 

hypothesis among ufologists and Forteans (John A. Keel, Jacques Vallee, Allen Hynek). This 

is an interesting cultural phenomenon. A sort of re-enchantment of the world advocated by 

scientists and scholars (instead of disenchantment), to use the terminology of sociologist Max 

Weber. But as John Keel so aptly remarked this is "mapping a very old country". A country 

for centuries studied in the Esoteric Tradition. Academic and scholarly interest in this heretic 

and forbidden science has seen a remarkable renaissance during the last decades. It has been 

realized that the Esoteric Tradition can be regarded as the third intellectual force or pillar in 

cultural history alongside religion and science. 

 

A detailed taxonomy of multiverse entities and phenomena 

The writings of Jacques Vallee and John Keel made mainstream ufologists aware of the close 

resemblance between some UFO entities and the devas, nature 

spirits and elementals described in folklore and religion. According to the esoteric tradition 

devas and nature spirits are a parallell evolution to man living at different levels of the 

multiverse. In the coming centuries we will, according to the esoteric tradition, become more 

conscious of each others existence and be able to co-operate. The reappearance of The Fairy 

Investigation Society is an interesting cultural phenomenon pointing in this direction. 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/09/from-phenomena-to-philosophy.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/03/heretic-among-heretics.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/03/heretic-among-heretics.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/04/the-future-of-phenomena-investigation.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/04/the-future-of-phenomena-investigation.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/04/the-future-of-phenomena-investigation.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/humanoids-aliens-elementals.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/08/seeing-fairies.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/08/seeing-fairies.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/08/seeing-fairies.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Y1-MCVfKuII/VhPtKNCsn0I/AAAAAAAAIRY/NLH99u5pLhQ/s1600/Alice+Bailey+bl.JPG
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Symbolic painting of devas at Norrköping Public Library. The three goddesses in Greek 

mythology: Clotho, Lachesis, Atropos 

 

A very fascinating and promising prophecy in esoteric literature is that within a hundred years 

we will be able to photograph and film phenomena of the etheric world and other parts of the 

multiverse. If true that would be the definite end of materialism as a mainstream academic 

worldview as we would have definite, empirical evidence that we live in a multiverse. To 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clotho
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachesis_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atropos
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-_AIIbn_Q91I/VhPt3nUqcNI/AAAAAAAAIRg/6j0wgEzxW0c/s1600/Hynek+Vallee+The+edge+of+reality+bl.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-dhiLvXsqg4U/VhVnsGoEA1I/AAAAAAAAISw/5yUdgyBQrfc/s1600/Clotho,+Lachesis,+Atropos+bl.jpg
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field investigators of UFO and paranormal phenomena it would open up a totally new world 

of entities and phenomena. The Astral Plane (1895) by Charles Leadbeater is, in my view, the 

most comprehensive and detailed taxonomy of non-human entities and phenomena from the 

multiverse perspective of the Esoteric Tradition. But also the books by Geoffrey Hodson can 

be studied in this respect. 

 
 

The esoteric intervention theory 

Perhaps the most controversial part of my writings is a variation of Jacques Vallee´s esoteric 

intervention theory. I have advanced the theory that some of the physical contactees of the 

1950s were involved in a cultural influence test. An experiment implemented by a group 

of benevolent aliens, earth based or extraterrestrial, a group with access to ñvimanaò 

technology. This test was done in co-operation with the Higher Intelligence Agency, 

the custodians of the ancient wisdom, using a new type of phenomena as attraction as they 

used spiritualist phenomena in connection with the founding of the Theosophical Society in 

1875. 

 

A brief summary of my arguments for seriously considering this theory follows: 

1. Many years of investigating and documenting physical contact cases have convinced me 

that some individuals (very few) have actually met and communicated with ñaliensò from 

somewhere. 

2. In spite of their faults and personality idiosyncrasies there is circumstantial evidence that 

the following contactees were involved in a cultural and psychological test: George 

Adamski, Orfeo Angelucci, Daniel Fry, George Van Tassel, Howard Menger. 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/11/return-of-gods-ufos-and-esoteric.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/11/return-of-gods-ufos-and-esoteric.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/11/return-of-gods-ufos-and-esoteric.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/who-was-paul-m-vest.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/talbot-mundy-and-esoteric-intervention.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/talbot-mundy-and-esoteric-intervention.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/talbot-mundy-and-esoteric-intervention.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/04/millen-cooke-ufos-and-esoteric-tradition.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/05/contactee-research-alternate-approach.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/07/marc-hallet-critical-appraisal-of.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/07/marc-hallet-critical-appraisal-of.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/07/marc-hallet-critical-appraisal-of.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/who-was-paul-m-vest.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/daniel-fry-and-esoteric-intervention.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/05/some-further-notes-on-paul-m-vest.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/12/the-howard-menger-enigma.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-TleruTcATfM/VhPuDRGiNUI/AAAAAAAAIRo/VCWQYQ1wnIg/s1600/Leadbeater+The+Astral+Plane+bl.jpg
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3. The contact experiences of journalist Paul M. Vest indicates that the test was a carefully 

orchestrated plan by this benevolent group. 

4. The message or information presented to these contactees is a somewhat simplified version 

of the Esoteric Tradition with basic ideas such as: a multiverse reality, reincarnation, universal 

laws for the evolution of consciousness, Earth a quarantined or ñprison planetò, man not alone 

in the universe etc. In order to detect and understand the similarity in ideas between the 

contactee messages and esotericism a thorough acquaintance with the works of Helena 

Blavatsky and Alice Bailey is required. Few ufologists have this background. 

5. The ñhidden handò similarities between the outbreak of spiritistic phenomena in the 19th 

century and UFO phenomena in the 1940s and 50s. In the Esoteric Tradition this hidden hand 

is the planetary guardians, the custodians of the Ancient Wisdom (scientists of the multiverse) 

using "phenomena" to expand the worldview and consciousness of man, a form of education 

through astonishment. 

6. The assertion, in the 1930s and 40s, by Alice Bailey´s teacher the Tibetan D.K. that 

"extraplanetary beings "stand ready to intervene" and "offer their help at this time". 

 
 

I have often commented and speculated on the future of ufology and investigation of 

paranormal phenomena. Today this type of research is a form of cultural luxury as the world 

situation is very unstable with wars, terrorism, organized crime, robber capitalism, social and 

political unrest and a general brutalization and breakdown of culture and society. The naive 

UFO and new age enthusiast ask why don´t the space people or planetary guardians come out 

openly to create a peaceful world? I believe the best answer to this question was formulated 

by the "Venusian" Bill in his conversation with journalist Paul M. Vest: "Upon your earth the 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/who-was-paul-m-vest.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/05/welcome-to-alcatraz.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/daniel-fry-and-esoteric-intervention.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/henry-olcott-and-phenomena.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/03/esoteric-archives.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/alice-bailey-and-extraterrestrial.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/04/the-future-of-phenomena-investigation.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/who-was-paul-m-vest.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-UttxsF5j6QE/VhPuYivUNjI/AAAAAAAAIRw/o51ZkUxXGeE/s1600/Angelucci+Secret+of+the+saucers+bl.jpg
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mere colour of one´s skin - a slight difference of religious belief - merely belonging to a 

different race or country - in fact the most trivial deviations precipitate animalistic 

belligerencies, hideous brutalities and the bloody slaughter of millions of your fellow 

creatures. Can you then truly be surprised when I tell you the the beings of certain other 

worlds view earth as earthlings might look upon a den of deadly serpents stinging each other 

to death." 

 
Paul M. Vest 

 

If the world situation stabilize and we avoid another world war we can expect a continuing 

"externalisation of the Hierarchy" as it is called in esotericism. Perhaps some new type of 

"phenomena", revolutionary discoveries in science and certainly some emissary from or 

individual associated with the planetary guardians or Higher Intelligence Agency giving a 

new and scientifically updated version of The Ancient Wisdom, the science of the multiverse.  

This hopeful and benevolent "conspiracy theory" was beautifully formulated by Connie 

Menger, wife of Howard Menger in her "Briefing" in From Outer Space to You (p. 7-8): "Let 

us assume that there is on this planet a group of scientifically minded and spiritually dedicated 

men and women who are working to accomplish this great task (the spiritual renaissance of all 

people on the planet). And, let us further assume that they have already established contacts 

with equally dedicated people of other planets. To continue their work and remain effective, 

they must of necessity remain behind the scenes. However, they can, in the interest of 

humanity in general, send out hints as to what will take place in the near future. Perhaps they 

send out scouts to make personal contacts for the specific reason of determining the reactions 

of every-day people. Perhaps it is done as a "smoke screen" to temporarily keep secret the real 

work which is going on until such time that the people are prepared to meet this new era with 

many changes it will bring...Then there are the personal contact stories, some of which are 

authentic, and which have been established for study purposes and for keeping alive a story 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/09/the-change-comes-from-space.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-SnMGTG63s4E/VhPuuYTs3qI/AAAAAAAAIR4/CXuKPNgecXU/s1600/Vest,+Paul+M.jpg
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which must eventually be brought before all people. If given in small doses, the general 

acceptance will be made over a period of time, and will take place almost naturally. Let us 

imagine, then, that this great work is being carried on by a universal group of men and 

women..." 

 
 

There have been several friends and correspondents who have urged me to make en English 

translation of my latest book Gudarna återvänder. Ufo och den esoteriska traditionen (Return 

of the Gods. UFOs and the Esoteric Tradition). Maybe I will in time, but readers who wish to 

study my theories and data in more detail can follow the links to different blog posts or search 

for key words in the upper left corner of the blog. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ewgA_WYBKFY/VhPvLoTKjhI/AAAAAAAAISA/dhwUcVXq1fQ/s1600/Mengerbok+bl.jpg
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Henry Steel Olcott and phenomena 

For a few weeks I have immersed myself in the fascinating diaries of Henry Steel Olcott, one 

of the founders and the first president of the Theosophical Society. His classic Old Diary 

Leaves in six volumes are a treasure trove of paranormal phenomena. I have often advised 

UFO collegues to study the writings of the first generation Theosophists and compare them 

with the contactee literature. Ufologists will be surprised to find the same type of phenomena 

in both genres. Theosophy is contactee experiences minus the saucers. And a good start is the 

first volume of Olcott´s Old Diary Leaves, covering the period 1874-1878. 

 
 

Henry Steel Olcott (1832-1907) was a lawyer, journalist and a pioneer in psychical research. 

He spent twelve weeks in 1874 investigating the materialization phenomena of the famous 

Eddy brothers in Chittenden, Vermont. This was eight years before the foundation of the 

Society for Psychical Research in London 1882. Olcott documented his research in a massive 

492 pages opus, People From the Other World (1875). 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-wplWed9d0Dg/Ug0oS7zeWSI/AAAAAAAAEuU/GLihweX3DhM/s1600/Olcott+Old+Diary+Leaves+bl.jpg
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Present day Theosophists reading Old Diary Leaves will probably be both surprised and 

chocked by the often very critical comments on Helena Petrovna Blavatsky and her character 

in the diaries. This is definitely no hagiography of the famous H. P. B. as she liked to be 

called. Olcott is unusually candid regarding both her faults and merits. Listen to this quote on 

Blavatsky´s character, which one would rather expect from sceptical hardliners: "So fitful, so 

capricious, so unreliable, so exacting, so tempestuous as to call for heroic forbearance and 

self-control if one would live and work with her in an unselfish spirit". (p. 50) And Olcott 

gives several examples of these less admirable traits in his diary. Of course he also gives 

many examples of the very good sides of Blavatsky. 

 

But what made this rather critical investigator of the paranormal endure living with Blavatsky 

and becoming her foremost co-worker? A large part of the answer is obviously - phenomena. 

His diaries are filled with all the various types of psychic experiences and phenomena he 

encountered both together with Blavatsky and alone. We can follow his thoughts and doubts 

about what is happening. But there was one particular early experience that was a sort of 

turning point in his Theosophical career. It occured in New York City 1877. 

 

"Our eveningôs work on Isis was finished, I had bade goodnight to HPB, retired to my own 

room, closed the door as usual, sat me down to read and smoke, and was soon absorbed in my 

book. All at once, as I read with my shoulder a little turned from the door, there came a gleam 

of something white in the right-hand corner of my right eye; I turned my head, dropped my 

book in astonishment, and saw towering above me in his great stature an Oriental clad in 

white garments, and wearing a head cloth or turban of amber-striped fabric, hand-

embroidered in yellow floss silk. Long raven hair hung from under his turban to the 

shoulders; his black beard, parted vertically on the chin in the Rajput fashion, was twisted up 

at the ends and carried over the ears...the Presence was seated in the other chair beyond the 

table. He told me he had come at the crisis when I needed him, that my actions had brought 

me to this point, that it lay with me alone whether he and I should meet often in this life as co-

workers for the good of mankind...Suddenly the thought came into my mind: "What if this be 

but hallucination; what if HPB has cast a hypnotic glamour over me? I wish I had some 

tangible object to prove to me that he has really been here, something that I might handle after 

he is gone!" The Master smiled kindly as if reading my thought, untwisted the fehta [turban] 

from his head, benignantly saluted me in farewell and was gone: his chair was empty; I was 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-yKQROGAXKQc/Ug0okiIhiqI/AAAAAAAAEuY/6nCPn4PqOdk/s1600/Olcott+People+From+the+Other+World+bl.jpg
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alone with my emotions! Not quite alone, though, for on the table lay the embroidered head 

cloth." 

 

In his diaries Olcott relates how he later several times met this man in India, sometimes 

together with other members of the Theosophical Society. But it was this exceptional 

experience that made him decide to devote his life to Theosophy. To his very sceptical friend 

Mr. A.O. Hume he tried to explain his decision in a letter September 30th, 1881: "... I would 

never have taken anybody´s evidence to so astounding a claim as the existence of the 

Brothers, but required personal experience before I would head the new movement... I got that 

proof in due time". 

 

The striking resemblance between these early experiences by the first generation Theosophists 

and the contact claims of George Van Tassel, Howard Menger, Orfeo Angelucci, Paul M. 

Vest and many others should in my view be further investigated. Very little research has been 

done in this direction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 
 

Paranormal phenomena and the paradigm problem 

Allen Hynek, Flying Saucer Review editor Gordon Creighton and Swedish ufologist Sven 

Schalin adopted Anthroposophy as their worldview, Fate magazine editor Ray 

Palmer championed the teachings of the channeled "Bible" Oahspe, Finnish ufologist Joel 

Rehnström is a representative of The Urantia Foundation, Swedish publisher and new age 

activist Edith Nicolaisen was very influenced by Max Heindel, founder of Rosicrucian 

Fellowship, psychiatrist Dr. Nils-Olof Jacobsson, author of Life After Death and student of 

paranormal phenomena is an advocate of Danish mystic Martinus, as are several others in the 

UFO movement. The worldview or personal philosophy of individuals involved in UFO and 

paranormal research provides an interesting cultural and sociological study in itself. 

 
 

Witnesses to UFO and paranormal phenomena and investigators of these observations share a 

common problem. From different perspectives and experiences both groups sooner or later 

come to realize that the  mainstream materialist, reductionist worldview or paradigm becomes 

untenable when faced with the large quantity of well documented, unexplained empirical data. 

A natural reaction to this heureka moment is interpreting the phenomena in the light of the 

religious or metaphysical cultural frame of reference inherited from birth. The other 

alternative is entering an ardous existential journey in the jungle of conflicting philosophies 

and teachings, trying to find a worldview making sense of the unknown phenomena. 

 

Let me present this problem from the viewpiont of two very different individuals, UFO 

witness Peggy Robert och journalist and UFO investigator John Keel. In September 1973 

Peggy Robert had a close encounter with a oscillating, saucer-shaped craft. She noticed 

entities moving back and forth behind windows. This UFO observation became a turning 

http://www.csicop.org/si/show/the_secret_life_of_j_allen_hynek
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/01/gordon-creighton-and-fsr-archives.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/ray-palmer-man-from-mars.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/ray-palmer-man-from-mars.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/06/ray-palmer-man-from-mars.html
http://www.urantia.org/news/2010-12/urantiaboken-swedish-translation
http://www.urantia.org/news/2010-12/urantiaboken-swedish-translation
http://www.urantia.org/news/2010-12/urantiaboken-swedish-translation
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/08/edith-nicolaisen-and-esoteric-tradition.html
http://www.martinus.dk/da/kosmos/kosmos/1965/kos1965-01-032.php
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/09/the-change-comes-from-space.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/03/guides-and-mentors-john-keel.html
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-J4DUTau0b54/V9ueGPw5mAI/AAAAAAAAI4M/0lua-r5x0qcSbGyONf1JFZMWCt00Wm3LQCLcB/s1600/Fate+maj+1956+bl.jpg


23 
 

point in the life of Peggy Robert. Before this happened she described herself as a typical ego 

tripping materialist basically interested in expensive clothes, jewellery, cars and the good life. 

"Now I knew there was something else in other dimensions, life that is different and more 

evolved... After this contact with the UFO I couldn´t accept Christianity as presented in the 

churches. Now I started an intensive period of searching." Peggy contacted many alternative 

religious and spiritual groups. She went to India to meet the Indian guru Sai Baba and for a 

time found inner peace with his teachings. Back in Sweden she studied alternative 

medicine,.Reflexology, Acupressure and nutrition. 

 
Peggy Robert 

After a lifetime of travel, field investigation and study of UFO, Fortean and paranormal 

phenomena John Keel reached the conclusion shared by many researchers into these areas: we 

live in a multiverse inhabited by a variety of diverse intelligences. This discovery changed his 

outlook on life and his continuing search. In the classic Operation Trojan Horse (1970), he 

wrote: "Previous to all this I was a typical hard-boiled skeptic. I sneered at the occult. I had 

once published a book, Jadoo, which denigrated the mystical legends of the Orienté But my 

experiences over the past few years have changed both me and my outlook, just as similar 

experiences haved changed so many others. I have stood on many a winding hilltop staring in 

amazement at the multicoloured objects cavorting about the night skies. I have dealt with 

thousands of honest, sincere witnesses by mail, phone and in person. My skepticism has 

melted away, and I have turned from science to philosophy in my search for the elusive truth". 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ZwbxCY4OMzY/V9ueedo1AtI/AAAAAAAAI4Q/swqTcH3qCvs1lVmQqoomm4QiYca6U3WmgCLcB/s1600/Robert,+Peggei+840901+a+bl.jpg
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John Keel and girlfriend during a visit to Sweden 1976 

Neither Peggy Robert nor John Keel evidently found òthe elusive truthò, a tenable philosophy, 

worldview or paradigm that could replace materialist reductionism. But John Keel sensed the 

direction research was going. In his last book, The Eighth Tower (1975), he wrote: "Today 

many scientific disciplines are moving in the same direction, not realizing they are mapping a 

very old country. In a few years, perhaps even in our own lifetime, all sciences will suddenly 

converge at a single point, and the mysteries of the superspectrum will unravel in our hands." 

 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-UIDny2DkAbQ/V9ufxxtRkaI/AAAAAAAAI4Y/JA1G-Gd61is8I3YuhELjxJW7uSqzu3qMACLcB/s1600/Keel,+John+761017+bl+2.jpg
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-iURHRPqxtIM/V9ugH1-AFTI/AAAAAAAAI4c/TW6OitnwUkUR9QVzLGyOg1SV_WWUyZIkwCLcB/s1600/Keel+Eights+tower+bl.jpg
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Many UFO witnesses and investigators have crossed the borderline into the multiverse by 

accepting some alternative philosophy, teaching or guru as their new worldview. And here 

comes the tricky part. They are mostly exclusive and present very different òfactsò regarding 

reality. Here is a short list of options: Anthroposophy, Gurdjieff, Urantia, Sai Baba, Bahai, 

Edgar Cayce, Swedenborg, Maurice Doreal, Richard Kieninger, Sture Johansson, AMORC, 

Nicholas Roerich, I Am Movement, Martinus, Theosophy, Scientology, Spiritualism, 

Aetherius Society, René Guenon, Alice Bailey, Meher Baba, Oahspe, Subud, Eckankar, Bo 

Yin Ra, Lobsang Rampa, Rosicrucian Fellowship, Sri Chinmoy, Benjamin Creme é.. The 

list could go on and on with hundreds of groups and teachers. 

 

I have the deepest sympathy for research collegues and friends who refrain from theories and 

when encountering some of the more devoted adherents of these worldviews, who have found 

òThe Truthò, simply refuse to even consider their opinions or take some time to study the 

teachings. After many years of studying various spiritual teachings and worldviews my 

reaction in 1986-87 was rather similar. I was simply fed up with all the irrational and inhuman 

ideas encountered in different groups and organizations Disappointed with what I experienced 

in the spiritual underground I abandoned my spiritual quest in 1986 and for a couple of years 

became active within the Swedish Humanist movement, Humanisterna. During these years I 

was a harsh critic of various New Age ideologies. It was a consistent and necessary 

psychological reaction in my life even though, in culture radical zeal, as secular humanist, I 

threw out the baby with the bathwater. I never climbed so far out on a limb though as K. 

Gösta Rehn, the Swedish UFO research pioneer. His assessment of the theories of John Keel 

and Jacques Vallee was  òa terrible blind alleyò. 

 
K. Gösta Rehn 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/03/heretic-among-heretics.html
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-T-CvzbceuLc/V9ugYNj3_ZI/AAAAAAAAI4k/utb6mTMPn2YSHexdkX5ByIaTb_3KDxP_QCLcB/s1600/Rehn,+G%C3%B6sta+bl.jpg
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If there is a multiverse inhabited by various sentient beings of different evolution and 

intelligence there must also be a science of the multiverse. Which implies that it is reasonable 

to assume the existence of "scientists" of the multiverse or custodians of knowledge not 

discovered by mainstream science. This is the position maintained by The Esoteric Tradition 

or The Ancient Wisdom. 

Readers of my blog, books and articles are aware of that I regard myself as an esotericist in 

the Blavatsky, Bailey, Laurency tradition and advocate the Esoteric Tradition as a valid 

alternative working hypothesis in researching UFO and paranormal phenomena. With what I 

have presented above is this a reasonable and intellectually tenable position? 

 
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky 

 

For me to accept, as a hypothesis, a multiverse worldview or philosophy the following 

demands must be met: 

 

The basic scientific, ontological and epistemological issues and problems must be addressed 

in a rational and intellectual manner, not by obscure mysticism. 

 

The worldview is presented as facts and a science of the multiverse. 

 

The language and terminology must appeal to scholars and researchers. 

 

New empirical data indicating a multiverse can be interpreted and understood within the 

worldview. 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2015/10/what-i-have-been-trying-to-say.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/03/guides-and-mentors-alice-bailey.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/04/guides-and-mentors-henry-t-laurency.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/04/guides-and-mentors-henry-t-laurency.html
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-n9O4w49EzJA/V9uhI-iXnBI/AAAAAAAAI4o/MXYF1MXf4x8iX8rVEinhKPeuWzPucwTrACLcB/s1600/Helena+Petrovna+Blavatsky+bl.jpg
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The ethical message is a combination of humanism, goodwill and idealism. 

 

These demands I have found reasonably met in the Esoteric Tradition as represented by 

Helena Blavatsky, Alice Bailey and Henry T. Laurency. There are of course statements in 

these teachings which I find problematic but the basic philosophy is in my view of an 

intellectual quality unsurpassed. 

 

In the recently released documentary Ghost Rockets my UFO-Sweden collegue and friend 

Clas Svahn adress the paradigm problem with this excellent quote: "To believe is one thing, 

To know is something entirely different". The most important thing to realize for any 

researcher with intellectual integrity, proposing a new theory, paradigm or working 

hypothesis is - it may be wrong. This of course also goes for the multiverse worldview of 

esotericism. But after 45+ years of research and study I have found no worldview that can 

challenge the Esoteric Tradition.  History will prove or disprove if this really is the Ancient 

Wisdom. 
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Esotericism for Dummies 

During my student years at Stockholm University in the 1970s I did a rather extensive study 

of the Kabbalah, resulting in a short thesis on the early Merkabah mysticism, presented at the 

History of Religion department. As an addition to my academic studies I also read every book 

I could find on the Kabbalah, written by various exponents of the Western Mystery Tradition, 

authors such as Dion Fortune, Gareth Knight, W.E. Butler, A.E.Waite a.o. 

 
 

On July 29, 1975 I recorded a fascinating dream in my diary. I found myself in an antiquarian 

bookshop in Stockholm. Perusing the Esoterica shelves I noted a small volume with the 

title For One Penny Kabbalah. A sort of easy to understand primer or in todays language, 

 Kabbalah for Dummies. I bought the book of course. This dream reminds me of the difficulty 

in suggesting books on Esotericism for those who are not familiar with the subject. As I often 

 refer to the Esoteric Tradition and Esotericism on my blog, readers now and then ask for 

guidance in finding literature for beginners. 

 

Unfortunately I must confess that I have not found any book I can, without reservations, 

recommend as a beginners guide to Esotericism. Much useful information can be found in the 

early Theosophical (Adyar) literature although somewhat outmoded and not always accurate 

in detail, as it was the first public attempt to explain esotericism. The many books written 

by Alice Bailey, amanuencis for the Tibetan adept D.K., are a treasure trove of esoteric 

information but most of them are too difficult for the beginner as they are written for the 

advanced student. The best introduction to esotericism so far published on this planet are the 

books by the Swedish esotericist Henry T. Laurency: The Philosopher´s Stone and Knowledge 

of Reality. They appeal primarily to scholars, intellectuals and philosophers. But there is still 

no introduction to esotericism especially aimed at the strictly empirical scientist who demand 

well documented empirical data supporting the esoteric worldview. There are indications that 

this will be the next project implemented by the planetary guardians. 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/09/paul-foster-case-and-esoteric-tradition.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/henry-olcott-and-phenomena.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/03/guides-and-mentors-alice-bailey.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/04/guides-and-mentors-henry-t-laurency.html
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-OzHt0e-MP1A/WMUhJ01sD0I/AAAAAAAAJZM/eTMiObpLzIY7Em0wSXfVNugpc0F93IQ7gCLcB/s1600/Kabbalah.jpg
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If you are satisfied with the prevalent materialist, reductionist worldview or adhere to some 

orthodox theology, of whatever religion, stop reading here as esotericism will for you only be 

intrepreted as irrational fantasies or dangerous hereticism. Better then to return to the safe 

world of mainstream science and the secure embrace of your church. But for the critical but 

open minded seeker this very short Esotericism for Dummies, with some relevant quotes and 

literary references, may be of help in discovering the philosopher´s stone. 

 

Because of personal experiences, years of study and investigation of UFO and paranormal 

phenomena or simply by gazing at the night sky pondering and contemplating the greatest 

enigma of them all ï the existence of consciousness in the universe ï you have been 

convinced that òthere are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamt of in your 

philosophyò. As a corollary to this heureka moment you have also come to understand that we 

live in a multiverse of sentient beings and energies that humanity on this planet are not 

normally aware of. 

 
 

If there is a multiverse inhabited by various sentient beings of different evolution and 

intelligence there must also be a science of the multiverse. Which implies that it is reasonable 

to assume the existence of "scientists" of the multiverse or custodians of knowledge so far not 

discovered by mainstream science. Now you have arrived at the fundamentals of The Esoteric 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-b7n11xPwqe0/WMUhtrYeRII/AAAAAAAAJZQ/2n_piksd0IwFQJLf0bEDZPEU9dQprceSgCLcB/s1600/Laurency+De+vises+sten+bl.jpg
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-C45zs9HvLUI/WMUjjG28tiI/AAAAAAAAJZo/nSolYoeOu6AgA-0JESH4tX9onoYJxsFnQCLcB/s1600/Hodson,+Geoffrey+Fairies+at+work+and+at+play+bl.jpg
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Tradition or The Ancient Wisdom. Standing before the portal you may open the door to a new 

world. But tread lightly, with care and common sense, because this is dangerous territory 

where it is very easy to get lost. 

A stumbling block is how to discover and define esotericism? Can any teachings be regarded 

as esotericism simply because the proponents of some author or mystery school use this term? 

Is the writings of Rudolf Steiner, Martinus, René Guenon, Krishnamurti, Elisabeth Clare 

Prophet, Helena Roerich a.o. to be regarded as esotericism? How do you know that what I 

define as esotericism is real knowledge of the multiverse? The simple answer is, you don´t, as 

you can´t verify the information given. You can only rely on your own knowledge, experience 

and common sense in answering this question. 

 

For the open minded scholar studying esotericism the advice by Henry T. Laurency should be 

remembered to keep a psychological balance and intellectual integrity: ñEven if by thorough 

study you are however much convinced that the hylozoic system agrees with reality, yet you 

must view it as a working hypothesis... This principled attitude is necessary to avoid all 

manifestations of dogmatism, fanaticism, and intolerance." (Henry T. Laurency, Knowledge 

of Life Four, 1995, online ed. p. 29-30). This is also the position recommended by the 

Tibetan, D.K., in the books written by Alice Bailey: "Our attitude should be that of reasonably 

enquiry and our interest that of the investigating philosopher, willing to accept a hypothesis 

on the basis of its possibility... Those open minded investigators who are willing to accept its 

fundamentals as a working hypothesis until these are demonstrated to be erroneous. They will 

be frankly agnostic..." (Alice Bailey, A Treatise on White Magic, 1971 (orig. 1934, pp 6, 32). 

 

Esotericism is the science of the multiverse, the knowledge of reality offered mankind by 

individuals belonging to the next or fifth kingdom in nature, our future in evolution. It is not 

some vague form of mysticism but as exact as any academic discipline. 

òIt is necessary to assert with vigour that esoterics is a summary of the facts which mankind 

has received from the planetary hierarchy and which are beyond the range of what is possible 

for human beings to ascertain.ò (Henry T. Laurency, Knowledge of Life Three, 17.1:4 online 

ed). 

òEsotericism is not in any way of a mystical and vague nature. It is a science ï essentially the 

science of the soul of all things ï and has its own terminology, experiments, deductions and 

laws.ò (Alice Bailey, Education in the New Age, p. 64) 

 
Alice Bailey 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2016/02/esotericism-and-intellectual-integrity.html
http://www.laurency.com/index.html
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Terminology is still a great problem in esotericism as anyone can acertain reading 

Theosophical classics as well as Alice Bailey. Much confusion exists as terms are used which 

are not clearly defined and with different meaning in various esoteric books. Bailey´s teacher 

D.K. often commented on this issue:  òA new and deeper esoteric terminology is badly 

needed.ò (Alice Bailey, Telepathy, p. 131). The Swedish esotericist Henry T. Laurency has 

made a commendable effort introducing a new and better terminology in his works. But he as 

well as Bailey still use the word planetary hierarchy as the name for the organization of adepts 

on earth guiding our evolution. Personally I prefer the term planetary guardians or the more 

iconoclastic Higher Intelligence Agency (HIA). Neither does the term master appeal to me as 

it immediately is associated with religion. Adept or teacher is preferable as most adepts are 

living in physical bodies on earth and appear very ònormalò in all respects. 

"They will stand forth as living examples of goodwill, of true love, of intelligent applied 

wisdom, of high good nature and humour, and of normalcy. They may indeed be so normal 

that recognition of what they are may escape notice.. I would here remind you that many of 

the Masters are married and have raised families." (Bailey, The Externalisation of the 

Hierarchy, p. 699). 

 

Esotericism is not to be confused with the mysticism of Swedenborg, Rudolf Steiner, 

Martinus, etc. who built their worldviews on the very unreliable astral clairvoyance instead of 

information from the planetary guardians. This common mistake among mystics was 

explained 

 already in that pioneering book The Mahatma Letters to A.P. Sinnett: 

ò And, you have heard of and read about a good many Seers, in the past and present centuries, 

such as Swedenborg, Boehme, and others. Not one among the number but thoroughly honest, 

sincere, and as intelligent, as well educated; aye, even learnedé Tell me, my friend, do you 

know of two that agree? And why, since truth is one, and that putting entirely the question of 

discrepancies in details aside ð we do not find them agreeing even upon the most vital 

problems..." (Letter 48). 

òUnless regularly initiated and trained ð concerning the spiritual insight of things and the 

supposed revelations made unto man in all ages from Socrates down to Swedenborg and 

"Fern" ð no self-tutored seer or clairaudient ever saw or heard quite correctly." (Letter 40). 

 

The intellectual and cultural elite will probably not pay much attention to esotericism until we 

have a breakthrough in our knowledge of the multiverse. A revolutionary discovery is 

awaiting mankind that will force many advanced scientists and scholars to consider 

esotericism as a reasonable theory, paradigm or working hypothesis.  This paradigm shift will 

be ushered in by science. Perhaps this was one reason that the adept K.H. already in 1882 

exclaimed òModern science is our best allyò. (The Mahatma Letters to A.P. Sinnett, letter 11, 

p.63) 

A very fascinating and promising prophecy in esoteric literature is that within a hundred years 

we will be able to photograph and film phenomena of the etheric world and other parts of the 

multiverse. If this prophecy is correct that would be the definite end of materialism as a 

mainstream academic worldview. 

òOur modern philosophers and scientists are not in a position to understand the importance of 

hylozoics as a working hypothesis. It is not intended for them. When research has advanced 

so far, however, that the existence of a particular physical etheric world has been recognized 

and the existence of an etheric envelope attached to the organism has been discovered, so 

many other discoveries and so many confirmations of the facts of esoterics will follow suit 

that many people will accept hylozoics as the best working hypothesis. We may expect a 

http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/mahatma/ml-hp.htm


32 
 

revolutionary discovery to be made around the year 2025.ò (Henry T. Laurency, Knowledge 

of Life Two, 9.4:4 online ed.) 

òIn the coming centuries, manËs normal habitat will be the entire physical plane up to, though 

not including, the second subplane. The forth and third etheric levels will be as familiar to 

him as the usual physical landscape to which he is now accustomedé Men in their etheric 

bodies will be noted, and communicated with, and the devas and elementals of the ethers will 

be studied and recognized.ò (Alice Bailey, A Treatise On Cosmic Fire, p. 474). 

 

These discoveries will slowly change our entire culture. We will finally have scientific 

evidence that there is no death, only a change of form. A sort of re-enchantment of the world 

advocated by scientists and scholars (instead of disenchantment), to use the terminology of 

sociologist Max Weber. It will also be realized that the Esoteric Tradition or science of the 

multiverse is and have always been the, more or less hidden, third intellectual force or pillar 

in cultural history alongside religion and science. 
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Richard Kieninger, UFOs and the Esoteric Tradition 

In the October 1970 issue of his newsletter Anomaly John Keel mentioned the contactee 

experiences of Richard Kieninger, founder of The Stelle Group and community Stelle, not far 

from Chicago, Illinois. In Keel´s view this was another example of the manipulative 

ñelementalsò playing games with a credulous victim. I bought the book The Ultimate 

Frontier, written by Richard Kieninger under the pen name Eklal Kueshana and was 

immediately fascinated by his claims of being contacted by an secret brotherhood. Especially 

as this brotherhood was said to use antigravity aircraft (flying saucers) as part of their 

activities. 

 
 

 

http://www.stellecommunity.com/
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-TRZE_bSiZgk/VYA1qcpq1dI/AAAAAAAAIBE/buN2AX4dFL4/s1600/KueshanaThe+ultimate+frontier+bl2.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-67_-4jCwGL8/VYA1z4zUyJI/AAAAAAAAIBM/v9tcd5GRVWQ/s1600/Kueshana+The+ultimate+frontier+bl.jpg
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In 1979 I entered several years of correspondence with various representatives of Stelle: 

Nancy Laub, Gayle Amick, Heather Norris a.o. and also Mr. Kieninger himself. I subscribed 

to Stelle Letter (later The Stelle Group Letter) and acquired as much data and material I could 

from the group. There was one essay, Space Vehicles, Travelers, written by Mr. Kieninger, 

which I found profoundly intriguing. Written originally in 1966 and republished in the 

booklet Observations (1971) it stated regarding flying saucers: "... some are interplanetary 

vehicles, others are of earthly origin. The ones which are from this planet are saucer-shaped of 

generally trapezoidal cross-section with three hemispherical engine pods on the underside. 

They were first developed by man on this planet about 20,000 years ago and have been used 

by members of the Lesser Brotherhoods continuously since that time." 

 
Richard Kieninger 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stelle,_Illinois
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-YpdNwFuQIrU/VYA2E_pOnBI/AAAAAAAAIBU/LyqzQ9H2cng/s1600/Kieninger,+Richard+bl.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-_s5apbTf_hs/VYA2b9xPfJI/AAAAAAAAIBc/v72aUJEyIso/s1600/Stelle+Letter+vol+14+no+4+bl.jpg
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This of course is a perfect description of the classic George Adamski, Howard Menger scout 

craft. In a letter to Stelle I asked how the brotherhoods could keep these craft secret. The 

secretary, Nancy Laub answered: ñ He (Richard Kieninger) smiled at your first question 

regarding the Brotherhoods´ retreats for their flying saucers, and said that there are isolated 

places in the world which are safe from detection, and the Brothers know where those places 

are.ò (Letter, November 12, 1979). As to George Adamski I received the following answer: 

"Richard read your letter and article and wanted me (Gayle Amick) to tell you that although 

he has heard of Adamski, he is not at all familiar with his experiences etc. and therefore could 

not comment on them". (Letter, June 4, 1979). 

 
George Adamski, photo December 13, 1952 

This statement was an elaborate and somewhat novel addition to the Esoteric Tradition on 

Vimanas as presented by Blavatsky, Bailey, Laurency a. o. These classic esotericists mention 

aircraft used by adepts in Atlantis but not in our age. I have only found two additonal sources 

referring to flying saucers used by secret brotherhoods today. The most well-known is a quote 

from American contactee Howard Menger´s book From Outer Space To You (1959): ñ"There 

are also spacecraft, though of inferior design, which are built by people of this planet. These 

people are in communication and in service with people from other planets. They are people 

who possess a high spiritual understanding and have reached an awareness of natural law; 

therefore they have been entrusted with information enabling them to construct such craft." 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-l_vqH_E88MQ/VYA2v-vCyNI/AAAAAAAAIBk/O6XYC71f67U/s1600/Adamski+13+december+1952+a+bl.jpg
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The second source is an obscure article, UFO and the Black Lodge, published in Ray 

Palmer´s Search Magazine, April 1958 and written under the pen name Devananda. This 

unknown author states: ñFlying Aircraft are as old as Atlantis and Lemuria. They have always 

moved in our skies and have always been seen by men. Both the White and Black Lodges use 

them and have always employed them for work in the worldé Some are etheric, appearing 

and disappearing, and some are solid metals. The Adepts themselves, or their pupils, are often 

at the controls, but more commonly robots are used.ò I have for many years tried to find the 

real name of Devananda, without success. In 1985 I wrote to Palmer Publications in Amherst, 

Wisconsin but their files and records from the 1950s ñare no longer aviableò. The small ad 

published in Fate Magazine, January 1957, indicates that Devananda lived in the Chicago 

area. 

 
 

Because of my continued interest in Stelle and its activities I received a personal letter from 

Richard Kieninger on March 5, 1986. It was a kind invitation to become an Affiliate: "It is 

apparent from your purchase of Stelle Group Publications that you are seriously interested in 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-dj_MleLRYvA/VYA3J2wvieI/AAAAAAAAIBs/3A5d2Vhuvkc/s1600/Mengerbok+bl.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-XHilqIouMcA/VYA3U5uijsI/AAAAAAAAIB0/tzaHyi3lE2o/s1600/Fate+Jan+1957+bl.jpg
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your character development and spiritual growth... I would like to invite you to take part in 

The Stelle Group´s Affiliate Program... Enclosed is information about becoming an Affiliate 

and an Application Form which I invite you to complete and return to us... Whatever your 

decision in this matter, I appreciate your sincere interest in improving humankind by uplifting 

yourself, Hakan. You´re helping to make the world a better place." I declined the invitation 

but kept on studying Stelle publications. 

 
Stelle residents in the 1980s 

 

 

Stelle in the 1980s 

 

So what are we to make of Richard Kieninger and his contact claims? They are very similar to 

the space people contacts of George Adamski, Howard Menger and Daniel Fry but are instead 

referred to as Brothers belonging to an earthbased secret society. Kieninger occasionally run 

into these Brothers and receive instructions. In an article A Day In the Life of a Brother, 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-l3NQxifiEjM/VYA3hCCfvBI/AAAAAAAAIB8/2mCIwVGTPb4/s1600/Stelle+residents+bl.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-BrRArj3MlW8/VYA3uIXHXuI/AAAAAAAAICE/YQcJ-MsI2lY/s1600/Stelle+3+bl.jpg
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published in The Stelle Group Letter, July-August 1985 Richard narrates: "There hasn´t been 

a large sampling of Brothers I´ve run into... They don´t tell me what They do for a living, and 

their work for the Brotherhoods may be quite separate from Their everyday work to earn a 

living. The one Brother with whom I´ve had most contact is John, who I met in Arizona... I´ve 

seen the car He drives, but He doesn´t want me to see the license plates." 

 
Photo by Tahalitha Fry, November 1968, Merlin, Oregon 

 

Much new information and a whole new perspective on Richard Kieninger and Stelle 

appeared in 2008 when I started corresponding with Mr. Walter Cox, one of the original 

residents of Stelle, where he lived between 1971-1976. Walter was very close to Kieninger for 

many years. I found his name as he answered questions on cults on Answers.com and asked 

him many things about Stelle which later changed into private correspondence. Unfortunately 

his answers on Stelle and Kieninger has today been deleted from the site. There is now a very 

interesting website, The Stelle Experience, with interviews of old and new Stelle residents. 

Walter Cox is interviewed in a four-part one hour series. 

 

In one of his answers on cults Walter Cox wrote regarding Kieninger: "To sum up, I would 

say that Richard Kieninger showed less respect for Truth than any person I have ever met. He 

lied about everything, large and small. He lied when there was no reason to lie. He lied to 

avoid the natural repercussions of his actions. He lied to his wife, his many girlfriends, his 

daughter and every friend he ever had. Does that mean that I think the philosophy in The 

Ultimate Frontier is false? No, I think the philosophy itself is sound, and I am thankful 

Richard wrote the book." (December 22, 2005) 

 

http://answers.com/
http://www.thestelleexperience.com/
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-4um4EC1QAjk/VYA4JrqZ4CI/AAAAAAAAICM/gjcc4B04IsM/s1600/1968+nov+Tahalita+Fry+Merlin+Oregon.tif
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In the 1950s Richard Kieninger was a student of the Lemurian Fellowship in Ramona, 

California. He gleaned most of the content of The Ultimate Frontier from lesson material 

published by this organization. He was then expelled from Lemurian Fellowship and accused 

of plagiarism. In 1963 Richard formed The Stelle Group in Chicago which eventually led to 

the founding of the Stelle community in the beginning of the 1970s. Because of his behavior 

Richard was asked to leave Stelle in 1975 and again in mid 1980s. He had seduced both 

married women and young unmarried women. Eventually he founded a second community 

in Adelphi, Texas, where he spent the rest of his life. He died in 2002. 

 
 

So Richard Kieninger was just another religious rogue, fraud and trickster - or was he? Walter 

Cox narrates a very intriguing experience that may give a somewhat more balanced view of 

Kieninger. An independent verification supporting Richard´s claim of a Brotherhood source. 

The story was told to Walter Cox by one of his old friends in Stelle, a man he trust and who is 

not known for spinning tales. Walter gives him the alias Victor but he has confidently told me 

his real name. Victor had spent many years of hard work at Stelle but in the 1980s he began 

wondering about the validity of his achievement and emotionally destitute he voiced a prayer: 

"Dear God and dear Brotherhoods if you exist, please let me know if this community is for 

real. Please let me know if I`m just wasting my time here, if  I´ve risked my family and 

everything else for nothing. Please let me know if Richard Kieninger has been telling the truth 

and if I should stay". 

 

Victor went to sleep and the next morning awoke to a telephone call. The voice on the other 

end said: "Hello, I´m calling in reference to your request for more information.. I´m calling to 

answer your questions about Richard Kieninger and the validity of your presence in Stelle. 

http://www.lemurianfellowship.org/
http://www.adelphi.com/
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-_1w9ru_iG7M/VYA4ofizrII/AAAAAAAAICU/2ZBEflKOk34/s1600/The+Stelle+Group+Letter+vol+18+no+5+bl.jpg
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Perhaps we can arrange a meeting." A date was set and a few days later a large Mercedes 

pulled up in front of Victor´s house. An elderly Chinese man and a young man of perhaps 

fifteen stepped out. To Victor´s surprise it was the young man, Jim, who did the talking while 

the Chinese waited in the car. The young man said it was his first assignment from the 

Brotherhoods and he was sent to provide Victor with crucial information. 

 

Jim confirmed that Richard Kieninger had indeed been contacted by the Brotherhoods as a 

young man. But later they came to the conclusion that he would misuse the information and 

they assigned various "keepers" who tried to limit the damage Richard might cause. Despite 

Richards fabrications Jim said that Stelle had gained positive attention of the Brotherhoods 

and had the potential to develop in the planned direction. Jim encouraged Victor to stay in the 

community and help provide leadership at a critical juncture. Because of this visit and 

information Victor decided to stay in Stelle.  

 

In the middle of the 1990s Victor began to question the experience with Jim and with the help 

of Internet he succeeded to trace Jim´s phone number. When Victor phoned Jim he was 

surprised that he had been able to find him but he confirmed the information he had provided 

some years earlier. Later when Victor tried to search the Internet again using Jim´s name all 

information had been deleted. With the help of Walter Cox I tried to contact Victor by email 

to confirm the story. Unfortunately I received no answer and I have come to understand that 

Victor is rather reticent regarding this experience. 

 

In spite of his sharp criticism of Richard Kieninger as a manipulative con-man Walter Cox 

has a positive view of the philosophy he presented and still regard Stelle as a ñnice place and 

charming communityò. In a letter to me January 20, 2008 he summed up his opinion: ñMy 

own experiences have convinced me that I do have mentorËs ñon the other sideò who are 

watching out for me. Victor´s experiences are also loosely corroborative, and I do see 

evidence of a concerted effort on the part of some organization to influence the course of 

human history. Nowhere, however, does the evidence rise to the level of clear substantiation 

of the Brotherhood´s existence, so my belief remains just that ï a belief.ò 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-o2m4G6xbEJU/VYA5aZcmkfI/AAAAAAAAICc/X9Vu4wKQzgY/s1600/Kieninger+Observations+bl.jpg
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When comparing Richard Kieningers ñLemurian Philosophyò with The Esoteric Tradition 

(Blavatsky, Bailey, Laurency) it becomes obvious that Kieninger made a personal mixture of 

diverse sources. Although there is high idealism and basic psychological soundness in much 

of his teaching that is in line with esotericism he also used dubious and contradictory sources. 

In a letter from Heather Norris December 13, 1985 three of Kieningers sources are given: The 

Morning of the Magicians by Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier; The Spear of Destiny by 

Trevor Ravenscroft; Hitler, the Occult Messiah by Gerald Suster. These works must be 

regarded as not very reliable, popular occult books. 

 

This becomes very obvious in Richard Kieningers contradictory statements on Theosophy and 

Alice Bailey. In The Ultimate Frontier (p. 68, 1982 ed.) Theosophy and Rosicrucianism are 

mentioned as preparatory schools but in the audio series Stelle Forum, no. 7, 1981 Kieninger 

he states: ñMadame Blavatsky had been contacted by two Shamballah who happened to be 

visiting London at the time and invited her to come to Tibeté They gave her a whole bunch 

of false historyé They were essentially totally in control hypnotically of Blavatskyé some 

of the concepts of Blavatsky has to do with arian supremacy, arian blood being supreme over 

otheréò  

ñAlice BaileyËs control, a telepathic hypnotist who called himself Djwal Khul, was a Tibetan 

Shamballist with the same connections as the two men who seduced Mme. Blavatsky (co-

founder of the Theosophical Society) into being their psychic mouthpiece against Western 

Civilizationé Their call to lose oneËs will in order to experience closeness to God is a ruse to 

bring mankind under their control.ò This is a total misconception of Theosophy and the 

teachings of Alice Bailey that Kieninger picked up from The Morning of the Magicians and 

incorporated later in his own philosophy.  

 

Was Richard Kieninger and Stelle an experiment in ñesoteric interventionò, using the 

terminology of Jacques Vallee? An experiment that was aborted because of Kieninger´s 

character flaws. In some respects the experiences of Richard Kieninger resembles those of 

Helena Blavatsky and Alice Bailey who were contacted at an early age and given an 

assignment to be implemented later in life. If true, the basic question remains: Who gave the 

assignment? 
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Esoteric archives 

As librarian and archivist one of my favourite movie series is The Librarian, starring Noah 

Wyle as the librarian Flynn Carsen. After a very special interview and scrutiny he is hired 

by The Metropolitan Public Library. To his great surprise he is taken ta a very old and secret 

section of the library housing not just rare manuscripts but artifacts like The Ark of the 

Covenant and Excalibur. His first mission is to bring back a part of the Spear of Destiny, 

which has been stolen from the library. The story is a charming combination of Indiana Jones-

type adventure and mystical romance. 

 
 

What I find even more fascinating is that the basic theme in the series is literally taken from 

the Esoteric Tradition and adapted to popular culture. Secret esoteric archives and libraries is 

often mentioned in the classic works of Helena Blavatsky, Henry Olcott, Charles Leadbeater 

and Alice Bailey. It is stated that the adepts, the planetary guardians, have created large 

archives where the real history of mankind is preserved. An idea that has my deepest 

sympathy as on this cosmic Alcatraz cultural barbarians has throughout history destroyed 

manuscripts and libraries. The Islamic religious extremists in IS is the latest example. Earlier 

in history Christians were no better. Whether AFU - Archives for the Unexplained will be 

spared from this destiny only time will tell. 

 

During my many years of study of the classics in esotericism I have especially noted 

references to secret libraries and archives. I wish to share some of these references which may 

be of interest to academic scholars as well as that band of cultural and intellectual heretics 

who are fascinated by or possibly connected to the Higher Intelligence Agency. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Librarian_(franchise)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ark_of_the_Covenant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ark_of_the_Covenant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ark_of_the_Covenant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Excalibur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Lance
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/05/welcome-to-alcatraz.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-bCid30XA_5w/VQ6EcfQN55I/AAAAAAAAHvE/E3byKp7oWvo/s1600/The+Librarian+bl.jpg
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Helena Petrovna Blavatsky 

In her introduction to The Secret Doctrine, Helena Blavatsky has several pages discussing the 

esoteric archives: 

"The Secret Doctrine was the universally diffused religion of the ancient and prehistoric 

world. Proofs of its diffusion, authentic records of its history, a complete chain of documents, 

showing its character and presence in every land, together with the teaching of all its great 

adepts, exist to this day in the secret crypts of libraries belonging to the Occult Fraternity." (p. 

xxxiv) 

 

"Along the ridge of Altyn-Toga, whose soil no European foot has ever trodden so far, there 

exists a certain hamlet, lost in a deep gorge. It is a small cluster of houses, a hamlet rather 

than a monastery, with a poor-looking temple in it, with one old lama, a hermit, living nearby 

to watch it. Pilgrims say that the subterranean galleries and halls under it contain a collection 

of books, the number of which, according to the accounts given, is too large to find room even 

in the British Museum." (p. xxiv) 

 

In Henry Steele Olcott´s Old Diary Leaves, Second Series, is presented an intriguing 

experience of a visit to a secret place of the Adepts. In connection with this visit Olcott 

comments on the hidden archives: 

"All the buried ancient libraries, and those vast hoards of treasure which must be kept hidden 

until its Karma requires its restoration to human use, are, she said, protected from discovery 

by the profane, by illusory pictures of solid rocks, unbroken solid ground, a yawning chasm, 

or some such obstacle, which turns aside the feet of the wrong men, but which Mâyâ dissolves 

away when the predestined finder comes to the spot in the fulness of time." (p. 45) 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ZIsIOI_wWDs/VQ6E3lgU5QI/AAAAAAAAHvM/3TVxoy4jdOw/s1600/Helena+Petrovna+Blavatsky+bl.jpg
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A theosophical study of great interest is The Astral Plane (1895) by Charles Leadbeater. This, 

in my view, is the most comprehensive and detailed taxonomy of non-human entities and 

phenomena from the multiverse perspective of the Esoteric Tradition. In his introduction C. 

Jinarajadasa mentions that this was also the opinion of one of the adepts who consequently 

wanted a copy of the manuscript for the "Museum of Records of the Great White 

Brotherhood". The Astral Plane was regarded as a "landmark in the intellectual history of 

humanity." 

"This Museum contains a careful selection of various objects of historical importance to the 

Masters and Their pupils in connection with their higher studies, and it is especially a record 

of the progress of humanity in various fields of activity. It contains, for instance, globes 

modelled to show the configuration of the Earth at various epochs of time; ... It contains 

various old texts relating to extinct and present religions, and other material useful for an 

understanding of the work of the "Life Wave" on this globe, our Earth." (p. xiv-xv) 

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-vZdligFwAec/VQ6FOCYAuII/AAAAAAAAHvU/6HerawothFI/s1600/Olcott+Old+Diary+Leaves+bl.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-fiK200g0gxg/VQ6FdViKb5I/AAAAAAAAHvc/qEki88GSgi4/s1600/Leadbeater+The+Astral+Plane+bl.jpg
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In several of the volumes by Alice Bailey, amanuensis for the Tibetan, there are references to 

"the archives of the adepts". The Tibetan often mention checking information found in the 

archive. 

"I but present the facts as I know them from my access to records more ancient than any 

known to man". (Esoteric Psychology, volume one, p. 394). 

"There is an interesting and ancient proclamation found in the archives of the adepts...". (A 

Treatise On White Magic, p. 616). 

"If you were a disciple who had access to the archives wherein instructions for disciples are 

contained, you would be confronted... by six large sheets of some unknown metal. These look 

as if made of silver and are in reality composed of that metal which is the allotrope of silver 

and which is therefore to silver what the diamond is to carbon. Upon the sheets are words, 

symbols, and symbolic forms." (Discipleship In the New Age. Volume Two, p. 249). 

 
Alice Bailey 

Finally a reference from the outstanding and erudite Swedish esotericist Henry T. Laurency. 

With his usual Blavatskyan temperament he discuss the secrecy of the adepts and their work: 

"The condition of culture is universal brotherhood, and it is obvious that we have a long way 

to go before we are there. Civilization with technology is quite compatible with barbarism, 

which fact the 20th century clarified to everyone having a wee bit of judgement. 

Knowing that fanaticism systematically eradicates everything it does not approve of, the 

planetary hierarchy has since fifty thousand years been collecting the essential things from the 

history of mankind in its inaccessible museum. There the symbolic writings of the knowledge 

orders are preserved as well. That museum can be visited only by causal selves who have 

acquired objective causal consciousness. Good provisions have been made so that no 

barbarians will have any opportunity to destroy it, as they did with the Alexandrian Library." 

(Knowledge of Life Three, p. 4). 

 

Archives for the Unexplained (AFU) is today the custodian of very large collections of books 

http://laurency.com/index.html
http://www.afu.info/afu2/
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-tJ_LM2OWGrc/VQ6FsceEGVI/AAAAAAAAHvk/q3VmbCz8kXA/s1600/Alice+Bailey+bl.jpg
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and magazines on paranormal phenomena as well as Esoterica. We are not very secret of 

course as our collections are open to anyone, whether academic scholar, skeptic or journalist. 

Perhaps in the distant future we could become a branch of the real esoteric archive? In that 

case I will in my next incarnation make an application for employment as librarian. I guess 

Flynn Carsen wouldn´t mind a collegue in his tough and exciting work around the world. I 

love his comment in the Curse of the Judas Chalice, when confronted with a group of brutal 

thugs: "I warn you, I am a librarian". 

 
The Evans library at AFU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-jf8ez1y9M-E/VQ6GQYitfXI/AAAAAAAAHvs/oojlF50KMEc/s1600/140202+Evans+2+bl.jpg
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Paul Foster Case and the Esoteric Tradition 

Recently one of my blog readers, a former member of Builders of the Adytum (B.O.T.A.), 

recommended an interesting biography of the founder Paul Foster Case (1884-1954). Builders 

of the Adytum is a modern "mystery school" in the Western Esoteric Tradition, the teaching 

based on the symbolism of the "Holy Qabalah" and the "Sacred Tarot". The biography, Paul 

Foster Case. His Life and Works is written by Dr. Paul A. Clark, founder of The Fraternity of 

the Hidden Light. 

 
 

What especially interested me was the information that Paul Foster Case was a friend of Alice 

Bailey and also claimed having physically met and been instructed by one of the Elder 

Brothers or adepts referred to as The Master (R), Racoczy or The Count de Saint Germain. An 

excellent, scholarly biography of this fascinating and intriguing adept is The Comte de Saint 

Germain. Last Scion of the House of Rakokczy by British author Jean Overton Fuller. It has 

the advantage of being written from both a mainstream historical perspective and ending with 

a chapter on the Theosophical or esoteric view of the Master R. Jean Overton Fuller is also 

the author of Blavatsky and Her Teachers. An Investigative Biography. 

 

http://www.bota.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Foster_Case
http://www.lvx.org/
http://www.lvx.org/
http://www.lvx.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Overton_Fuller
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-rHJSfD8v2yo/V-bIuRIFwbI/AAAAAAAAI5Q/vOvxYMmLvGI2dMJyPe4bPQ6txEdt09q_wCLcB/s1600/Clarke+Paul+Foster+Case+bl.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-QheYCdX7sY4/V-bI9cqV--I/AAAAAAAAI5U/0RpZLT9LLyoAMCY3r_dh3Wv0EsXg-a3vACLcB/s1600/Fuller+The+Comte+de+Saint+Germain+bl.jpg
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When Builders of the Adytum and esoteric orders with similar origin and teachings refer to 

The Western Mystery Tradition the curriculum is usually a mixture of Hermeticism, Qabalah, 

Tarot symbolism and Alchemy combined with ritual initiation ceremonies and ceremonial 

magic. Many of these orders trace their historical roots and connection to The Hermetic Order 

of the Golden Dawn, founded in London 1887. From this origin many offshoot societies and 

orders developed. including several of the modern neo-pagan groups and wicca covens. 

 

I made a rather extensive study of the Western Mystery Tradition in the late 1970s, Reading 

included classics like Ritual Magic in England by Francis X. King and Sword of Wisdom. 

MacGregor Mathers and the Golden Dawn by Ithell Colquhoun but also books by Gareth 

Knight and W.E. Butler. My favourite in this tradition became Dion Fortune, author of many 

books on the Western Mystery Tradition and founder of the Fraternity of the Inner Light, later 

re-named Society of the Inner Light. I corresponded with several members belonging to this 

tradition and was once, without my wish, even elected Swedish representative of The 

Fellowship of Isis, headquartered in Ireland. After some years in the rather sterile and ascetic 

milieu of the Anthroposophical Society (die versteinerten Theosophen - Franz Hartmann) I 

found this form of pagan nature mysticism refreshing and wrote an article with the title Pan 

lever, renässans för naturmystiken - Pan is alive, the renaissance of nature mysticism. 

 
 

During this period I also made a short séjour in the theosophically oriented Liberal Catholic 

Church. Although I was fascinated by ceremonial magic and understood the modus operandi, 

especially after reading The Science of the Sacraments by Charles Leadbeater, I eventually 

realized that The Western Mystery Tradition as presented by these societies and orders were 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermetic_Order_of_the_Golden_Dawn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermetic_Order_of_the_Golden_Dawn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermetic_Order_of_the_Golden_Dawn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_X._King
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ithell_Colquhoun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dion_Fortune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraternity_of_the_Inner_Light
http://www.innerlight.org.uk/
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not my cup of tea. I looked for a more academic and intellectual approach to the Esoteric 

Tradition and finally discovered the writings of the scholarly and erudite Swedish esotericist 

Henry T. Laurency, a disciple of the adept (H.) Hilarion, head of the branch or department of 

the Planetary Guardians organization especially concerned with the development of science 

and with a special interest in the psychical research groups around the world. I assume this 

would today also include the UFO movement. 

 

Early in life Paul Foster Case developed a profound interest in the history of playing cards 

which eventually led him to a study of the Tarot cards and their symbolism. But he also, as 

very young, had several mystical experiences that can be described as expansions of 

consciousness. He also began to hear an inner voice. Being well aware of modern 

psychological theories and psycho-pathology he believed the voice to be a manifestation of 

his subconscious mind. But the voice was sometimes very specific. For instance when 

searching for information in a library the voice told Paul: "If you will reach for the third book 

from the left on the top shelf, and turn to page... you will find the reference you re looking 

for". 

 
 

Paul Foster Case spiritual studies and quest led him in 1918 to contact with a representative of 

the Thoth-Hermes Lodge in Chicago, an American successor organization of The Hermetic 

Order of the Golden Dawn, where he was initiated in 1920. Open criticism of some aspects of 

the teachings resulted in his expulsion from the order and in 1923 Paul founded the School of 

Ancient Wisdom, later Builders of the Adytum (B.O.T.A.). 

 

Knowledge and inspiration to found his new school came in a rather unexpectant manner to 

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-pi5z9KHHGqo/V-bMBz9FAxI/AAAAAAAAI5k/F1OIrWmVaWUv_mJZqXsDVHG4_q1t3LsAQCLcB/s1600/29958_640.jpg
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Paul. In the Summer of 1921 the phone rang at his apartment. A man at the other end stated 

briefly: "I presume you recognize my voice?" To his astonishment Paul realized it was the 

voice he had heard in his head for many years. The man suggest a meeting at the Waldorf 

Astoria Hotel. Nervous and unsure of the outcome of this adventure Paul enter the hotel and is 

met by an olive complexioned and dark haired man of slight build and neatly trimmed beard. 

He introduce himself as the Count de Saint Germain. Paul is reassured that "I am a man, just 

as you" and the adept R. explain his reason for the rendezvous. If he accept the proposition of 

a period of training and instruction, Paul will be able to restate the Ancient Wisdom in terms 

of modern psychology and a training system eliminating some of the outworn old elements 

that has dogged the current presentations in the Western Mystery schools. Paul accepted this 

dharma which resulted in many meetings with R. 

 
 

Paul later in rather familiar terms referred to his adept friend R. as "the Boss". This reminds 

me of Theosophist Henry Steel Olcott who had met several adepts personally and often called 

them "the boys". Accomplished esotericists and bibliophiles will probably notice that the 

physical description of R. corresponds to the presentation given in Initiation, Human and 

Solar by Alice Bailey: "He is rather a small, spare man, with pointed black beard, and smooth 

black hair." (p. 58 clothbound ed.) R. was obviously very candid regarding the choice of Paul 

for the intended project: "That while he was not particularly impressed by Paul`s personality, 

he was absolutely the best they (i.e. the Masters) could find for the job they had in mind. They 

had to work with what they had at hand." This is an interesting comment explaining why 

disciples with their personality faults and idiosyncracies seem so inadequate for a chosen 

project. It also takes away the glamour that disciples should be regarded as infallible teachers 

of esotericism because of their contacts with the Planetary Guardians. Listen to what K.H. had 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/henry-olcott-and-phenomena.html
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51 
 

to say about Blavatsky: "But, imperfect as may be our visible agent - and often most 

unsatisfactory and imperfect she is - yet she is the best aviable at present, and her phenomena 

have for about half a century astounded and baffled some of the cleverest minds of the age." 

(The Mahatma Letters to A.P. Sinnett, letter 2, pp. 9-10). 

 
 

As is often the case with esoteric teachers Paul Foster Case received his share of unfounded 

rumours and criticism from conceited and self-righteous moralists. Dr. Paul A. Clark relates a 

very human episode during a crisis period in Paul´s life when he was alone at a hotel room in 

Reno, very sick and no money left. The week before he had become acquainted with a card 

shark at a gambling establishment and a woman who proved to be a prostitute. This couple 

found him unconscious at his hotel room, called a doctor and paid all expenses. They nursed 

him back to life, until he started to recover and could continue his journey to California. Later 

Paul use to tell his classes: "... don´t forget to send love and gratitude to a prostitute and a very 

dishonest card dealer, who had so much love in their hearts, that they went to a man they did 

not know at all. They spent their own money to feed him... Please remember this when you 

start evaluating what is and is not highly evolved. It can be misleading." 

 

Paul Foster Case devoted his whole life teaching esoteric philosophy and directing Builders of 

the Adytum. But he was also ordained a priest in the Liberal Catholic Church and a 

Freemason affiliated with lodges in New York and Los Angeles. His method of presenting the 

Esoteric Tradition with the help of the Tarot and Qabalah is one of many paths leading to the 

same goal. Personally I find the use of too much old symbolism,like qabalah frustrating and 

adher to the views on this issue by Henry T. Laurency as more in line with present day 

scientific thinking. Interested students are referred to the chapter Symbols in Knowledge of 

Life Three. This is not to belittle the teachings and effort of Paul Foster Case who according 

to my understanding was a genuine disciple of the Planetary Guardians and exponent of the 

Esoteric Tradition. 

http://www.laurency.com/index.html
http://www.laurency.com/index.html
http://www.laurency.com/index.html
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Where have all the lodges gone? 

The title alludes to the old folk song by Pete Seeger - Where Have All the Flowers Gone?. I 

came to think of this famous song when studying the history of the Swedish Theosophical 

Society (Adyar). In 1925 there were 44 local lodges in cities all over Sweden, even in, at that 

time, rather small towns like Boden, Eslöv, Kungsbacka, Säffle,Uddevalla. Theosophy can 

almost be regarded as a form of people´s movement in 1920s Sweden, with a deep cultural 

impact. These and other interesting data on the Theosophical Society in Sweden I have found 

in an unpublished manuscript, Fakta samlade ur Teosofisk Tidskrift 1890-1968 (Facts 

gathered from Theosophical Magazine 1890-1968). This is an impressive documentation 

amassed and typewritten by Mr. Göran Söderqvist, board member and archivist for the 

Swedish Theosophical Society (Adyar). 

 
Göran Söderqvist 

Göran Söderqvist´s documentation would be excellent and important data for any academic 

scholar writing a doctoral thesis on Theosophy in Sweden. As I have mentioned several times 

in this blog I find the lack of scholarly research on this subject quite remarkable, especially 

since academic interest in what is named Western Esotericism has experienced a renaissance 

during the last decades. A few academic essays have been written at Swedish universities but 

no in depth research resulting in a doctoral thesis. 

 

Today the Swedish Theosophical Society have only two lodges and six local representatives, 

according to the society homepage. The decline in lodges and membership is often debated 

among active Theosophists. The decline started after the crisis when Jiddu Krishnamurti in 

1929 renounced his role as World Teacher and rejected Theosophy as a valid world view. 

Instead he started promoting a form of confusing advaita mysticism which is still published in 

many Theosophical journals. Sweden is no exception and the result is a unhappy mixture of 

esotericism and mysticism which can hardly appeal to the intellectual student. This could be 

one of the reasons for the decline in membership and lodges. 

http://www.teosofiskasamfundet.se/page10.html
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I commented on this problem in the mailing list theos-talk in 2013: 

"In my view, one of the great riddles of the Theosophical movement is how so many 

Theosophists can still promote the teachings of Krishnamurti. I can well understand the 

frustration of Geoffrey Hodson when confronted with the peculiar form of Advaita mysticism 

of JK. An intellectual quicksand that gets you nowhere and with no relation to Esoteric 

Science. Blavatsky with her forthright manner and vulcanic temperament would probably 

have given JK a harsh reprimand if they had lived during the same age. And Laurency, with 

his Blavatskyan temperament, is very critical and clear in his analysis of JK. Unfortunately 

this essay is only in Swedish. Finding books by Krishnamurti in Theosophical bookshops is 

like finding books promoting atheism in a catholic bookshop while the nice and naive 

manager of the shop doesn´t understand the difference between the two radically different 

world views. A sad state of affairs." 

 

Various esoteric sources are quite clear in their assessment of Krishnamurti. Here a few 

quotes: 

"Krishnamurti´s Advaitism, which is not to be confounded with the recognized form of that 

noble philosophy, will, I fear, lead his followers nowhere except perhaps to hypocricy and 

self-delusion" (Cyril Scott, The Initiate in the Dark Cycle, 1992 ed., p. 139). 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-XyeLxZHSlVM/U9tOep7LEkI/AAAAAAAAHG4/OuiYHD1l29Q/s1600/Teosofisk+tidskrift+feb+1928+bl.jpg
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"Krishnamurti is a warning example of the risks involved in the forced cultivation of latent 

qualities... His later production indicates that he lapsed to the stage of the mystic, and from 

there to life-blind fictitiousness, rather reminiscent of Zen Buddhism, according to which one 

experiences ñtrue realityò by emptying oneôs consciousness of all its content acquired 

throughout oneôs incarnations. In that procedure one is supposed to attain to nirvana or 

annihilation. Is there any crazy idea that people will not swallow?" Henry T. 

Laurency, Knowledge of Life Three, 6.10) 

 

According to Alice Bailey the Krishnamurti episode was an experiment that backfired (Alice 

Bailey, Discipleship in the New Age, vol two, 1980 ed. p. 171). Laurency is of the opinion that 

Charles Leadbeater and Annie Besant overestimated Krishnamurti´s capacity and forced him 

to a intellectual and spiritual overtraining. Theosophy as a movement could still continue to 

have a progessive cultural impact if Theosophists abandon the mysticism of Krishnamurti and 

continue promoting the Esoteric Tradition as a science, as exact as any academic discipline. 

They must also be more open to and understand the continuity of the tradition in the writings 

of Alice Bailey and Henry T. Laurency. If not the Theosophical Society will in the future only 

be of interest to scholars of history of religion and academic esotericism. 

 

The great cultural influence of Theosophy in Sweden will hopefully be recognized, studied 

and documented by academic scholars in the near future. Theosophy has influenced royalty, 

artists, writers, scientists, politicians, philosophers and intellectuals during an important and 

revolutionary phase in Swedish history. One small part of this impact I have documented in 

my book Gudarna återvänder. Ufo och den esoteriska traditionen. (Return of the Gods. UFOs 

and the Esoteric Tradition). The Swedish UFO movement was actually founded by active 

members of the Theosophical Society (Adyar). From a global perspective their is still much 

research to be done in this direction. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-i2cSsy7ckbY/U9tQibPlwJI/AAAAAAAAHHE/_SsrLXl3jLU/s1600/Scott+The+Initiate+in+the+Dark+Cycle+bl.jpg
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The Henry T. Laurency esoteric legacy 

The last decades has seen a remarkable renaissance for the scholarly interest in the esoteric 

tradition. What in academe has been named Western Esotericism can now be studied at 

universities in Paris (Sorbonne), Amsterdam and Exeter. This once taboo subject is slowly 

becoming mainstream. From being relegated to the dustbin of irrational nonsense it is now 

seriously investigated by students and scholars all over the world. There are now 

several learned societies and academic journals exclusively devoted to various aspects of the 

esoteric tradition. Excellent introductions to the study of Western Esotericism has been 

written by Wouter Hanegraaff and Tim Rudbøg. 

 
 

 

http://www.esswe.org/#home.html
http://www.amsterdamhermetica.nl/online-resources/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wouter_Hanegraaff
http://www.esswe.org/#members/67/index.html
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I have noticed rather few comments on this cultural renaissance from organized theosophists 

and esotericists, which is somewhat surprising. It should of course be welcomed by all 

students who adhere to the motto of the Theosophical Society: there is no higher religion than 

truth. An academic journal which is absolutely indispensable for serious students of 

Theosophy and its various offshoots is Theosophical History. It was founded in 1985 by 

librarian and scholar Leslie Price. Present editor is Dr. James A. Santucci, professor of 

Comparative Religion at California State University. 

 

In my latest book Gudarna återvänder. Ufo och den esoteriska traditionen (Return of the 

Gods. UFOs and the Esoteric Tradition) I devote one chapter to the, among theosophical 

scholars, totally unknown Swedish esotericist Henry T. Laurency, pen name for Henrik von 

Zeipel (1882-1971). Laurency was an exceptional intellectual who studied philosophy at 

Uppsala University. His teachers were the famous Swedish philosophers Axel 

Hägerström and Karl Hedvall. For most of his life Laurency also studied the basic tomes of 

the esoteric tradition, especially Helena P. Blavatsky, Charles Leadbeater and Alice Bailey. 

He wrote several books presenting the Ancient Wisdom with a modern och scientific 

terminology, most of which can be found in English translations at the official website of 

the Henry T. Laurency Publishing Foundation. His personal biography can be found 

in Knowledge of Life, Four. Of interest is his claim that the books were "dictated" by an adept 

in the planetary hierarchy: "The Knowledge of Reality is not my work, even though I was the 

instrument holding the pen that wrote it, and was made to rewrite every page until the content 

was approved as being correctly perceived." Laurency named his presentation of the esoteric 

tradition Hylozoics. 

http://www.theohistory.org/
http://www.katinkahesselink.net/his/l_price.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axel_H%C3%A4gerstr%C3%B6m
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axel_H%C3%A4gerstr%C3%B6m
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https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Hedvall
http://laurency.com/index.html
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Article in the Swedish daily Morgon-Tidningen July 9, 1947 

 

I discovered the books by Laurency in the late 1970s and contacted Lars Adelskogh who 

subsequently became the director of the Henry T. Laurency Foundation and heir to the legacy 

of the Laurency archives. Between 1981-1986 I was associated with Lars Adelskogh studying 

and promoting the books by Laurency. Unfortunately this partnership came to a sad end when 

I discovered that Adelskogh mixed his interest for esotericism with political right wing 

extremism and antisemitism. In 1986 this came as a chock to me and resulted a period of 

complete scepticism to all things esoteric and spiritual. Instead I became a member of the 

Swedish Secular Humanist Association and in a cultural radical and anti-cult tradition wrote 

several very critical articles on esotericism, Laurency and Adelskogh. I was then of the 

opinion that esotericism actually could be regarded as a front for right wing politics. 

 
Lars Adelskogh at his home in Skövde, Sweden, 1984 
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Many years later when I resumed my study of esotericism and the books by Laurency I 

discovered to my amazement that the esoteric tradition was essentially politically left wing. 

This is especially noticeable in The Key to Theosophy by Blavatsky and the writings of Alice 

Bailey. There is of course also right wing esotericists, as documented by Nicholas Goodrick-

Clarke in his excellent Black Sun. Aryan Cults, Esoteric Nazism and the Politics of Identity, 

but they must be regarded as not in line with the ideas of mainstream esotericism. Personally I 

find it somewhat of a tragedy the Lars Adelskogh hos chosen to associate Laurency and the 

esoteric tradition with neonazi groups and antisemitism. Adelskogh has created a politically 

potentially dangerous blend of esotericism, holocaust revisionism, Traditionalism 

(Perennialism), antifeminism and other antimodernist ideas. This has thrown a dark shadow 

over esotericism in Sweden as the subject has become associated with right wing extremism. 

Why Adelskogh has entered this path is an enigma as his ideas are anathema to the 

philosophy of esotericism and even contrary to the writings of Laurency himself as this quote 

from The Way of Man proves: "We incarnate in all races, frequently changing our sex, 

belonging to all religions, etc., in succession. If we despise a certain race, etc., it may happen 

that we are reborn in that race. Thus for instance Nazis have to incarnate as Jews and Jews as 

Nazis until they have ceased to hate each other. Oppressors will be among the oppressed in a 

new incarnation. The law of reaping is a law of justice." 

 
Lars Adelskogh at a lecture in Uppsala January 20, 2009 

In defence of Lars Adelskogh I emphasize, in spite of his political views, that he is a very 

erudite esotericist and has made a valuable cultural contribution by publishing the writings of 

Henry T. Laurency. I assume that the international academic community of esoteric scholars 

will soon discover Laurency as he is a extraordinary intellectual and a fascinating iconoclast 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-OdN0NtW8aPI/Usr_TwozKII/AAAAAAAAFSs/HmIDLR9BH8s/s1600/09-01-20+Adelskogh+bl.jpg
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among esotericists because of his harsh, almost Blavskyan, criticism of other authors in the 

genre. Regarding this writing style he comments: "Readers have taken offence at 

ñunnecessarily harshò statements in The Philosopher´s Stone and The Knowledge of Reality. I 

am fully aware that ñtoo harsh utterances irritate more than they give cause for reflectionò. It 

has become ever more apparent, however, that formulations aimed at smoothing down do not 

make the necessary impression...Treating people with kid gloves you achieve very little. They 

will observe you, put you on the shelf, and forget you." 

 
Swedish edition of The Philosopher´s Stone 

Students who enter a study of Laurency will immediately notice a few idiosyncrasies in his 

philosophy. He often has very critical remarks on democracy without presenting a political 

alternative. This could be taken as an excuse for a fascist view but this is not a correct 

interpretation. Laurency is clearly a definite opponent of all forms of totalitarianism. Very 

peculiar is his total misunderstanding of Social democracy, which he equates with communist 

dictatorship. His views on socialism are definitely not in line with his favourite esotericists 

Blavatsky and Bailey. A third pecularity is his absolute dislike of biographies, which he 

regards as an infringement on privacy. Given these ideosynchracies reading the books of 

Laurency is an intellectual challenge.He has presented one of the best and most erudite 

formulations of the esoteric world view aviable, even in an international perspective. 

 

As an academic philosopher Laurency especially addressed the basic scientific, ontological 

and epistemological issues and problems confronting students of esotericism. He often 

pointed out that the only scientifically and intellectually tenable attitude to the esoteric 

worldview is to regard it as a working hypothesis: "To scientists without experience of other 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-BDd5Ki0y37A/Usr_uAyJr9I/AAAAAAAAFS0/4nIUhGbk020/s1600/Laurency+De+vises+sten+bl.jpg
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worlds than the physical, hylozoics can, of course, be only a working hypothesis" (Laurency, 

The Way of Man, p. 39, online version). Incidentally this is also the position recommended by 

the Tibetan, D.K., in the books written by Alice Bailey: "Our attitude should be that of 

reasonably enquiry and our interest that of the investigating philosopher, willing to accept an 

hypothesis on the basis of its possibility... Those open minded investigators who are willing to 

accept its fundamentals as a working hypothesis until these are demonstrated to be erroneous. 

They will be frankly agnostic..." (Alice Bailey, A Treatise on White Magic, 1971 (orig. 1934) 

pp 6, 32). 

 

As information on Henry T. Laurency and Hylozoics in Sweden is so scarce I have published 

the chapter on Laurency from my new book on my homepage. Unfortunately it is only in 

Swedish but a Google translation may be of some help. 
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Doris Lessing, UFOs and sufism 

On November 17 British author Doris Lessing (1919-2013) died, aged 94, at her home in 

London. She was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2007. Once asked what she 

considered her foremost works she answered that it was the five novels collectively known 

as Canopus in Argus: Archives, written between 1979-1983. This was a surprising answer to 

all who were not aware of Doris Lessing´s profound interest in mysticism and esoteric 

traditions, especially Sufism. That the Sufi tradition was an important philosophy and the 

ideological basis of many of her later novels was totally missed in the obituaries and articles 

in the Swedish press. The word Sufism is not even mentioned in the largest 

newspapers Dagens Nyheter and Svenska Dagbladet or the local daily, Norrköpings 

Tidningar. By omitting this important influence the Swedish biographical articles become 

notably onesided and biased. The reason is probably that mainstream Swedish literary critics 

and journalists have no knowledge of mystical and esoteric traditions. They are what 

Theosophist and former BSRF director Riley Crabb used to call metaphysical illiterates. 

 

During the first decades of her literary career Doris Lessing wrote novels with political, 

social, feminist and psychological themes, often from a radical left wing perspective. For a 

few years she was a member of the Communist Party, but became disillusioned by the 

materialism and lack of a spiritual dimension in Marxism. In 1964 she read the book that 

would change her life, The Sufis, by Idries Shah, author and teacher in the Sufi tradition. 

Lessing contacted Shah and they became lifelong friends and he her spiritual mentor. Ideas 

and conceptions from Sufism was incorporated in many of her novels from the 1970s. 

 

In 1979 Doris Lessing, known and respected as a radical and feminist author, provoked the 

reading public with the novel Shikasta, the first volume in the Canopus in Argus series. Many 

mainstream literary critics regarded it as incomprehensible and second rate science fiction. 

But this and subsequent titles in the series were not technological sci-fi stories but a 

presentation of Sufi concepts and esoteric ideas in a science fiction setting. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idries_Shah
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The Canopus in Argus novels is the story of interstellar intervention with the aim to accelerate 

the biological and cultural evolution of Earth (Shikasta). Early in Earth history 

extraterrestrials from Canopus visited our planet and tried to civilize the the primitive 

inhabitants with genetic engineering and cultural influence. After a cosmic catastrophe 

contact is partially broken and another group arrives with evil intentions, spreading violence, 

hate and destruction. Both groups infiltrate their agents on Shikasta and the story is presented 

through the eyes of George Sherban, a Canopus agent. 

 

After Shikasta there were four more volumes in the series. Anyone acquainted with the 

esoteric tradition will immediately recognize ideas and themes from the Ancient Wisdom. 

Volume three, The Sirian Experients, is especially interesting because of Doris Lessing´s 

preface: "I think it is likely that our view of ourselves as a species on this planet now is 

inaccurate, and will strike those who come after us as inadequate as the world view of, let´s 

say, the inhabitants of New Guinea seems to us. That our current view of ourselves as a 

species is wrong. That we know very little about what is going on. That a great deal of what is 

going on is not told to ordinary citizens, but remains the property of small castes and juntas." 

 
 

In a further comment Doris Lessing´s interest in both UFOs and the esoteric tradition 

becomes even more explicit: "I would not be at all surprised to find out that this earth had 

been used for the purposes of experiment by more advanced creatures... and that there might 

have been a science in the past which we have forgotten... that we may be enslaved in ways 

we know nothing about, befriended in ways we know nothing about... As for UFOs, we may 

hardly disbelieve in what is so plentifully vouched for by so many sound, responsible, 

sensible people, scientific and secular". 

 

Readers who wish to explore the Sufi ideas of Doris Lessing find much of interest in Between 

East and West. Sufism in the Novels of Doris Lessing. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shikasta
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Alice Bailey and extraterrestrial intervention 

The Edge of Reality (1975) by Allen Hynek och Jacques Vallee is one of the classics in UFO 

literature. Of special interest are the unusually open minded discussions, the brainstormning, 

between Hynek and Vallee. That both of these scientists were also ardent students of 

hermetical and esoteric traditions is obvious from their choice of and presentation of the 

various UFO theories. They have, from different perspectives, tried to find clues to the UFO 

enigma in old books on myth, folklore and the esoteric tradition. After many years of search 

Vallee concludes: "... there is no occult school that has a tradition of UFOs. They are just as 

baffled about it as the rationalists, and they tend to reject it with the same kind of skepticism; 

in other words, you find the same kind of skepticism in the high priests of the occult as you 

find in the high priests of science." (p. 145). 

 
 

Vallee´s assertion is, in my estimation, basically correct. There is no mention of UFOs, at 

least in our time, in the esoteric tradition, only stories of Vimanas used in Atlantis. So when 

UFOs started appearing in large numbers after the end of World War II esotericists were as 

astonished and unprepared as the general public.   Meade Layne, founder of Borderland 

Sciences Research Associates in 1945, commented several times on this problem in The 

Coming of the Guardians, first published in 1950. His opinion was that the "near-hopeless 

inadequacy" of occult orders both in the east and west to cope with "facts of such immense 

importance" (the coming of the saucers) was appalling. This lack of knowledge of UFOs 

among esotericists became a challenge to the second director (1959-1985) of BSRA, 

Theosophist Riley Crabb. He declared his objective in The Journal of Borderland Research 

(Round Robin), vol. 17:1, Jan-Feb. 1961: "Meade Layne pointed out years ago how 

unprepared were the established Mystery Schools to explain the Flying Saucer phenomena. 

Your present director of BSRA knows from experience that this is true. My lecture work since 

1954 has been an attempt to correlate Saucer sighting data with Mystery School teachings." 

(p.22) 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Ev7ARXvQ17s/Ub4UJyBoplI/AAAAAAAAEhk/aNzBccLKxJo/s1600/Hynek+Vallee+The+edge+of+reality+bl.jpg
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New edition published in 2009 

This was a real and difficult challenge to Riley Crabb as there is not much data to find in the 

classic Theosophical and esoteric literature. Crabb relied heavily on the claims of the unusual 

and interesting trance medium Mark Probert, whos Inner Circle members asserted that many 

UFOs were basically etheric. A most unusual member of the original BSRA associates was 

author and contactee Millen Cooke, whose article Son of the Sun, was remarkably prophetic as 

it was written in 1946. 

 
Riley Crabb, 1912-1994 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/04/millen-cooke-ufos-and-esoteric-tradition.html
http://www.unz.org/Pub/FantasticAdventures-1947nov-00174
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-nsor-7Ym7Wc/Ub4UZKIWyrI/AAAAAAAAEhs/aIEz_Hzul3g/s1600/Layne+The+coming+of+the+guardians+bl.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-MijNW2-DCW0/Ub4VB5Z4CZI/AAAAAAAAEh0/OiWM7jf-FBk/s1600/Crabb,+riley+bl.jpg
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Riley Crabb was very well versed in the esoteric tradition and quoted frequently from various 

Theosophical classics and the writings of Alice Bailey. But he still seems to not have noticed 

several almost prophetic assertions made by the Tibetan in the books of Alice Bailey. 

Pronouncements made before 1946 and which could be interpreted in a UFO context. I will 

here present some relevant quotes for consideration. They are all from The Externalisation of 

the Hierarchy, clothbound edition, 1981. 

 

April 1935: "... the regenerative forces of Those extraplanetary Beings Who offer Their Help 

at this time." (p. 25) 

 

April -May 1940: "Hovering today within the aura of our planet are certain great spiritual 

Forces and Entities, awaiting the opportunity to participate actively in the work of world 

redemption, re-adjustment and reconstruction.... the waiting extra-planetary Forces." (p. 222-

223) 

 

September 1940: "There still remains one mode of intervention which is still more 

mysterious, illimitably more powerful, and definitely more difficult to evoke and 

subsequently to contact. This is the emergence, responce, or appearing of great Sons of God 

Who dwell in sources far removed from our planetary life altogether..." (p. 261) 

 

April 1943: "Certain great Energies of extra-planetary significance Who stand ready to 

intervene..." (p. 392). 

 

These are just a few quotes. There are several more. Although the Tibetan often use typical 

oriental symbolic language these statements are clear indications that in the esoteric tradition 

before 1946 there is mention of an awaited extra-terrestrial intervention. Nothing is said of 

how this is to be accomplished and there is no  mention of craft or technology. It is also 

obvious from several quotes that even the Tibetan is not sure whether the "extraplanetary 

beings" will intervene. The Externalisation of the Hierarchy is to my knowledge the only 

esoteric source before 1946 that could be associated with the UFO enigma. 

 

Finally I hope that the present leaders of Borderland Sciences Research Foundation 

(BSRF) take god care of their unique archive. According to a presentation on the 

blog Borderland Sciences News they are trying to preserve and arrange the archive which is 

now unaviable. Unfortunately they never answer e-mail as I have several times unsuccessfully 

tried to buy older issues of Round Robin as some issues are missing in AFU. I do hope that 

the UFO and esoteric community will have access to this archive in the future. 

 

  

 

 

http://borderlandscience.blogspot.se/
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Welcome to Alcatraz 

Three astronauts walking across a seemingly endless desert landscape. The heat is 

excruciating. They have just landed on an unknown planet and their spaceship is destroyed. 

With no opportunity of returning to Earth and facing a slow death if no water and food is 

found within 48 hours they start discussing what ultimately motivated their decision to join 

this expedition. The men represent three different psychological types. For one of them 

honour, fame and bravery is important. He is the power type. The second man is the ultimate 

scientist. He would enter a burning volcano to get new research data. The third man, captain 

of the expedition, is regarded as a cynic by his colleagues. What is your real motives they 

enquire. The captain stops walking, turn his head towards the sky explaining his motive: ñI 

am a seeker too, but my dreams are not like yours. I can´t help thinking that somewhere in the 

universe there has to be something better than man.ò 

 

The scenario is familiar to all fans of science fiction who recognize the scene from the 

masterful sf-movie Planet of the Apes (1968), starring Charlton Heston. In my view one of the 

best science fiction movies ever made, based on a novel by French author Pierre Boulle. 

Charlton Heston´s philosophical response have echoed in my mind since the first time I 

watched this classic movie. 

 
 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Tg9JbP6UONw/UaOJdh9CXvI/AAAAAAAAEcA/urDxOv1bguw/s1600/Boulle+Apornas+planet+bl.jpg
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Moscow, summer 1933. Journalist and author Arthur Koestler is relaxing at Café Metropoles. 

He has been sent to the Soviet Union to write about Stalin´s first Five-Year-Plan. After a few 

Vodkas his mood changes and he becomes painfully aware of the acute misery of human 

existence on this planet. Instead of an article on the Five-Year-Plan he starts formulating a 

fantasy on the Metropole´s napkins. This fantasy, a drama, was published as Twilight Bar in 

1945. Two interplanetary visitors, Alpha and Omega, suddenly arrive on Earth with a mission 

to find the worst and most unhappy planet in the Universe. They find it - Tellus. Alpha and 

Omega give the governments three days to change the situation. If not, humanity will be 

wiped out and another civilization take its place. The drama ends one hour before the three 

days have expired. 

 

The theme is universal and existential, the problem of evil and suffering. One of the traumatic 

moments in life is when you suddenly become aware of that this world is not a nice place. 

You start wondering what strange fate put you on this Dark Star and why the concentration of 

so much evil on one planet? The orthodox theologies of the world religions certainly has no 

reasonable answer only referring to the inscrutable will of God. 

 

In 1976 I got some interesting views on this problem corresponding with the erudite English 

Theosophist and ufologist Mr. T. Bryon Edmond. Although he accepted the esoteric tradition 

as a good working hypothesis he regarded himself as an agnostic and pessimist: "And where 

do I stand now? After 50 years study of philosophy I´m afraid I am no nearer a solution of the 

mysteries of the universe and life and death then when I started. And I am a pessimist. To me 

the world and physical existence is evil... Certainly Christianity, with its concept of an 

almighty and loving God cannot cope with the problem. Theosophy does better with the idea 

of the Imperfect Gods. This explains evil, but does not justify it. In my opinion, it would be 

better not to create at all, than to create a world in which innocent people have to suffer." 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-_vuth9yTOPQ/UaOKWlwmwCI/AAAAAAAAEcM/7_kE4l8busA/s1600/planet-of-the-apes.jpg


68 
 

T. Bryon Edmond obviously has a point here. International media presents a daily mix of 

what´s going on in the world: wars, terror, torture, rape, slavery, international crime 

syndicates, poverty, famine, greed and egotism.  But although well informed on the esoteric 

tradition Mr. Edmond has obviously missed a central theme in esotericism, what I use to call 

the Alcatraz theory. The assertion that our planet is a sort of interplanetary Alcatraz, a 

quarantined prison world where the scum and criminals of other planets have been placed to 

work out their own destiny. This assertion has the advantage of being a rational and logical 

explanation for the miserable situation on this planet. An interesting point is that this claim 

was also presented by several of the first generation UFO contactees. Academic scholars 

would explain this fact as influence from ideas in the occult underground. Esotericists could 

speculate on a somewhat novel method by the planetary guardians of propagating the Ancient 

Wisdom. 

 

The Tibetan, writing with the help of Alice Bailey, often refers in his books to "...the unhappy 

little planet of suffering which we call the Earth" (Discipleship in the New Age, p. 649) or 

"...this planet of suffering, sorrow, pain and struggle" (ibid. p. 385) and that this is part of a 

large experiment. We are also told that "conditions of agony and of distress such as are found 

on our planet are found in no such degree in any other scheme." (A Treatise on Cosmic Fire, 

p. 416). 

 

Swedish esotericist Henry T. Laurency is even more specific in his tomes: 

"In no other place in our solar system and, according to what has been intimated, in our 

seven-globe of solar systems, is there such a mankind as ours. People arrive here from other 

solar systems to watch a mankind whose match in stupidity and brutality they have never 

seen." (The Way of Man, p. 14). 

"Regrettably, our very planet is the ñslop-pailò of the solar system. Monads of repulsive 

tendency have been 

transferred here from other planets and also solar systems, such hateful types as have caused 

trouble in planets with individuals of attractive tendency. (Knowledge of Life One, p. 61). 

 

Of the early UFO contactees we find the Alcatraz theory clearly formulated by Orfeo 

Angelucci, George Adamski, George Hunt Williamson, Kelvin Rowe and George Van Tassel. 

In The Secret of the Saucers Angelucci writes: "I may tell you that to the entities of certain 

other worlds Earth is regarded as the accursed planet, the home of the reprobate, fallen ones. 

Others call your Earth the home of sorrows. For Earth´s evolution is evolution through pain, 

sorrow, sin, suffering and the illusion of physical death." (p. 43) 

http://laurency.com/MVe/wm3.pdf
http://laurency.com/L1e/kl1_9.pdf
http://www.sacred-texts.com/ufo/sos/index.htm
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And George Adamski, the most controversial of the UFO contactees was told by one of his 

space people: "...centuries ago, in a meeting among the teachers of wisdom on many planets, 

it was decided to ship such selfish ones to new planets capable of maintaining human life... 

Earth in our system was chosen for the new home of these unruly ones from many planets 

inside and outside of our system. These exiles were what you on Earth call trouble-makers." 

(Inside the Space Ships, p. 180). 

 

The Alcatraz theory is intriguing but not very comforting, because you are confronted with a 

rather disturbing follow-up question: What am I doing here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-OnpjYW36ips/UaOKuzxrZBI/AAAAAAAAEcU/BRtIkSofzL4/s1600/Angelucci+Secret+of+the+saucers+bl.jpg
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Theosophy and the Swedish UFO movement 

Few in the younger generation of UFO-Sweden members are aware of the ideological and 

historical roots of  the organization. It may come as a surprice for todays scientifically 

oriented ufologists that the Swedish UFO movement was in fact founded by active members 

of the Theosophical Society Adyar. That there was a strong overlap between various esoteric 

groups and the first generation ufologists is often mentioned by scholars of religion such as J 

Gordon Melton and Robert Ellwood. In most countries the UFO movement that appeared in 

the 1950ies consisted of two factions, one with a basically scientific agenda and the other 

more or less inspired by new age ideas and the early UFO contactees. But Sweden may be 

exceptional as a country where the formal UFO societies in the 1950ies were exclusively 

formed by Theosophists. 

 

This unusual historical development is mainly due to one exceptional woman, Ms Edith 

Nicolaisen, founder of the new age publishing house Parthenon in July 1957. She was 

strongly influenced by theosophical and anthroposophical ideas and was a good friend of 

Theosophist and Danish liberal Catholic Bishop Otto Viking. The Parthenon board consisted 

of three women, all active in the Swedish Theosophical Society Adyar: Brita Rodosi, Rut 

Lindberg and Sonja Lilienthal. Edith Nicolaisen began corresponding with George Adamski 

in 1954 and the first book published in Swedish in October 1957, was Flying Saucers Have 

Landed by Desmond Leslie and George Adamski. A best-seller called "The book that was 

dynamite" by Flying Saucer Review editor Charles Bowen. 

 
Edith Nicolaisen (1911-1986) 

 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-pWHZRKjzSe4/UYFVyBr2WsI/AAAAAAAAEUQ/-UyhtO9g4zw/s1600/Edith+Nicolaisen+descreen.jpg
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The first book published by Parthenon 

 

Edith Nicolaisen´s second aim was to form as many UFO and new age groups in Sweden as 

possible. In October 1958 she and her Parthenon co-workers invited the German new age and 

contactee oriented ufologist Karl Veit to Sweden. With his help Edith was able to inspire the 

founding of Malmö UFO-Sällskap (Malmö UFO Society) on October 1, 1958. Later adopting 

the name Malmö Interplanetariska Sällskap (MIS) (Malmö Interplanetary Society), today the 

oldest still active UFO society in Sweden. Parthenon published several of the classic 

contactees of the 1950ies: George Adamski, Daniel Fry, Ray and Rex Stanford, Elisabeth 

Klarer. These books had a strong influence on Swedish ufology in the 1950ies and 60ies. 

 
Karl Veit in Edith Nicolaisen´s apartment in Hälsingborg 1958 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-fmFPTwaoSEo/UYFW7Zg_ztI/AAAAAAAAEUc/YT2Qp8J6KAI/s1600/Leslie+Adamski.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-s_qPAJcwXJg/UYFXWAjn1OI/AAAAAAAAEUk/W_up_Fk372o/s1600/Karl+Veit+1958+Edith+l%C3%A4genhet+bl.jpg
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The second UFO society formed in 1958 was Stockholm based Ifologiska Sällskapet (The 

Ifological Society). IFO should here be interpreted as interplanetary flying objects. In 1951 

Adyar Theosophist Mr. Jan-Erik Janhammar founded an independent 

society Måndagsgruppen (The Monday Group) inviting speakers not only from the 

Theosophical Society but from various new age and spiritual groups. In March 1958 Mrs 

Kerstin Bäfverstedt was invited for a lecture on flying saucers. Mrs Bäfverstedt had a deep 

interest in UFOs, paranormal phenomena, Theosophy and alternative healing methods. She 

was the Swedish regional director of Borderland Sciences Research Foundation (BSRF) in 

California and a good friend of Riley Crabb,  Trevor James Constable and Dr. Ruth Drown. 

 
Jan-Erik Janhammar 

 

 
Kerstin Bäfverstedt (1909-2000) 

 

Her lecture was a huge success and she was invited once again the next week to lecture on 

flying saucers. This time a suggestion was made to form a "IFO society" in Stockholm and 

members of the audience were invited to a formal meeting on March 23, 1958 and now 

the Ifological Society was founded. The first generation members were mostly theosophists, 

anthroposophists and spiritualists. Sweden had to wait until 1966 when representatives of a 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Yb5ObyAxfFs/UYFYRZngXII/AAAAAAAAEU0/knGhKSsUDfM/s1600/Janhammar+bl.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-VxvFD5VIiMc/UYFYg2wKK4I/AAAAAAAAEU8/MwGxCQdkBP4/s1600/Kerstin+B%C3%A4fverstedt+bl.jpg
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more critical and scientifically based ufology appeared with the book by Mr. K. Gösta 

Rehn, De flygande tefaten. Dokument och teori (The Flying Saucers. Documents and 

Theory). Rehn was Swedish regional director of Aerial Phenomena Research 

Organization (APRO) and his first and subsequent books inspired the formation of the more 

scientifically oriented UFO societies in the 1970ies. UFO-Sweden was one of these 

organizations founded in 1970. 

 
K. Gösta Rehn (1891-1989) 

 

With the founding of UFO-Sweden Swedish ufology entered a new era with field 

investigations and a more critical view of the new age and contactee oriented ufology. Still 

many UFO-Sweden members were inspired by and active in theosophical groups. A frequent 

lecturer at meetings and annual conferences were Mr. Jan Fjellander, son of Liberal Catholic 

Bishop and well known theosophist Sigfrid Fjellander. Very active in UFO-Sweden during 

the 1970ies and 80ies were theosophically oriented UFO contactee Mr. Sten Lindgren. 

 
Jan Fjellander 

 

It was of course only natural that Theosophists should become interested in ufology. There are 

many connections and similarities between the phenomena and paranormal contacts described 

in classical Theosophy and the early UFO contact movement. Very few ufologists have 

entered this field of study but I hope our collegues around the world will discover this 

interesting area of research. And I also welcome active Theosophists with a scholarly 

disposition to join in this venture. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-6YUKMqOPhIE/UYFZyS-ZAMI/AAAAAAAAEVI/hr-gdmgNaO4/s1600/Rehn+Gicoff+bl.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-tpgssCec4a4/UYFaNm163fI/AAAAAAAAEVQ/y9fnDig-yqg/s1600/Fjellander,+Jan+bl.jpg
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2. Academic Esotericism 

Esotericism, ufology and the Academy 

As a young student in the mid-1970s I studied history of religions and philosophy at the 

University of Stockholm. Already an active ufologist - AFU was founded in 1973 - and an 

avid reader of esoterica I entertained plans for an academic career researching new religious 

movements. Somewhat to my surprise I was made aware of that this was not an area of inquiry 

endorsed by the institution. Rather it was shunned and obviously regarded as a non-legitimate 

field of study. I finished a short thesis on the Kabbalah and tried academic philosophy instead 

but found it rather boring and entered the Swedish School of Information and Library Science. 

I have never regretted this choice as you may have guessed from the wonderful quote at the 

top of my blog. 

 

Perhaps I was twentyfive years ahead of my time because during the last decades a minor 

cultural revolution has occured in the academic world. Today their is no problem studying 

new religious movements and what is even more surprising, esotericism has entered the 

Academy as a legitimate field of study. There are now three universities for the interested 

student to choose between: Sorbonne, Amsterdam and Exeter, United Kingdom. An excellent 

introduction to what is now labelled Western Esotericism and how this earlier taboo discipline 

found its way into the universities is Esotericism and the Academy by Wouter J. Hanegraaff, 

professor of History of Hermetic Philosophy and Related Currents at the University of 

Amsterdam. A companion volume is Hermes in the Academy, edited by Wouter J. Hanegraaff 

and Joyce Pijnenburg. 

 

http://asr.revues.org/544
http://amsterdamhermetica.nl/
http://centres.exeter.ac.uk/exeseso/ma.php
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-WIIDw7NQDTA/UhZX74cDDrI/AAAAAAAAEu0/iVxRgLQX3hQ/s1600/Hanegraaff+Esotericism+and+the+Academy+bl.jpg
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In his introduction to Esotericism and the Academy Hanegraaff gives some interesting 

glimpses of his problems, as a young university student, to learn more of the then taboo 

subject of esotericism: "I was intrigued and wanted to learn more, so I asked my professsors 

for advice. And that is when I began having my first experiences with a phenomenon that has 

ultimately led me to write this book. My interest in this domain seemed to make my teachers 

uncomfortable, and to my repeated requests for information and suggestions, they responded 

by tossing the embarrasing topic on to another collegue as if it were a hot potato. Nobody 

seemed willing to touch it." 

 

A few decades ago the academic climate made it almost impossible to study esotericism, even 

in a historical and neutral way. Thanks to pioneers like Wouter J. Hanegraaff the situation has 

begun to improve. In his article Some Remarks on the Study of Western Esotericism, 

Hanegraaff relates the problem of even mentioning the word esotericism in academic 

discussions: "...one may find that some excellent specialists hesitate or flatly refuse to 

participate, simply because being associated with "esotericism"." 

 

Although academic esoteric research is neutral and does not adress the ontological issue, the 

question of truth, Hanegraaff displays a very open attitude to the possibility of new 

knowledge: "All that I do know is the prime directive that should guide scholarly research and 

intellectual exploration: not to hold on what we already know well enough, allowing it to 

dominate the whole of our vision and thought, but being ready to discard our prejudices and 

revise our preconceptions in the light of new knowledge." 

http://www.esoteric.msu.edu/Hanegraaff.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Pj0Lzhba5zM/UhZYI6-CbdI/AAAAAAAAEu8/gI4iUx9mGNE/s1600/Hanegraaff+and+Pijnenburg+Hermes+in+the+Academy+bl.jpg
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As a ufologist and investigator of paranormal phenomena I adress esotericism in a somewhat 

different way, asking questions that even academic scholars do not touch. I have often pointed 

out that Theosophy is contactee experiences minus spacecraft. That is, many of the original 

proponents of the esoteric tradition claimed both physical and psychic contact with "aliens" 

often named Brothers or Adepts. Check this list on such experiences. Compare this list with 

classic ufo contactee reports, investigated by ufologists. This way of looking at esotericism 

changes the perspective and opens up new possibilities of evaluating the very difficult 

ontological issue, or in everyday language - the truth or reality behind the claims. 

 

But this kind of research, as well as, UFO field investigation, would never be possible within 

an academic framework. Any university scholar suggesting such an inquiry would flogged by 

his collegues and would meet with a crescendo of criticism from the organised skeptics 

howling irrationalism, pseudoscience, anti-modernism. Just look at the problems for academic 

research in parapsychology. This reminds me of a favourite quote from Robert A. Heinleins 

fascinating novel Lost Legacy, printed in Assignment in Eternity vol. 2: "Any suggestion that 

their might be something to consciousness that can´t be explained in terms of physiology and 

mechanics is as welcome as a Saint Bernard in a telephone booth." 

http://www.blavatskyarchives.com/mastersencounterswith.htm
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-HNfxuij53Pw/UhZZl48KwNI/AAAAAAAAEvY/A1B_Y5vr9Ww/s1600/Hanegraaff+Western+Esotericism+bl.jpg
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My proposition for inquiry is what I iconoclastically use to call "real research". Simply 

because it tries to answer the basic question we all want to know - what is the truth? But as 

this type of research is not possible within todays universities the only other option is creating 

privately funded archives and research institutions like AFU. And also gather a group of open 

minded, non conformist scholars in a new Invisible College, like the one created by Allen 

Hynek and Jacques Vallee in the 1960s. This work is a real intellectual challenge. 

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-mygGygudTSc/UhZYfCWeN0I/AAAAAAAAEvE/zbKcUQizfiQ/s1600/Heinlein+Assignement++in+eternity+bl.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-HQKftKHSVxA/UhZZOH6cFBI/AAAAAAAAEvQ/YpV2NWFr2Xs/s1600/Vallee+The+invisible+college+bl.jpg
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Paranormal phenomena and the academic scholar 

During my 40+ years of investigation and study of UFO and paranormal phenomena I have 

talked to many kinds of witnesses, with a wide variety in profession and education. One of the 

most regular comments after an interview has been - don´t mention my name. That so many 

witnesses to UFO and paranormal phenomena prefer anonymity is a problem in research as 

the credibility factor is reduced, especially when witnesses only wish to talk to one 

investigator. I have been in this situation many times and lamented it. But witness integrity is 

very important. There is a social stigma in mentioning experiences and encounters that 

mainstream science regard as impossible or mythic. I well remember the words of a Swedish 

woman who went public with her UFO close encounter: "If I had known the public reaction to 

our observation I would never have talked to the media." 

 

This is probably the prime reason why so few academic scholars go public when encountering 

unusual phenomena. To mention telepathy or intuition may be acceptable in academic circles 

but if you recount materializations, levitations, UFO close encounters or observations of little 

people, fairies (leprechauns) you are usually in for trouble. This is probably why active 

scientists and academic scholars loathe to disclose their personal experiences. It could also be 

the end of their academic career or work if the organized skeptics enter a campaign against 

this "irrational pseudoscientist" who has entered the domain of Forbidden Science. "Science is 

the pursuit of the unknown", wrote biologist and Fortean researcher Ivan T. Sanderson. Or at 

least it should be! 

 
 

An interesting effort that may somewhat remedy this situation is a website called the PK-

Collection by Marcus Heymann. It is a collection of documented reports and statements from 

well-known scientists and academics who have publicly told of their observation of 

phenomena like materialization and levitation. Marcus Heymann gives this interesting 

explanation for his project: 

"I brought this collection into life, because once I was even an involuntary witness of a 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/08/seeing-fairies.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/leprechauns-humanoids-and-dark-plasma.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/05/fortean-vs-orthodox-science.html
http://pk-collection.de/?lang=en
http://pk-collection.de/?lang=en
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-E8piGfsffbM/VxUhGcMhlnI/AAAAAAAAIkA/SnJ8Al5owvUglOESYmO-vbF4Prv5CFsMACLcB/s1600/Vallee+Forbidden+Science+1+bl.jpg
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floating object. A table had risen, remained in the air and fell slowly to the floor again, as if it 

was held by invisible hands. You can probably imagine that such an experience is not 

pleasant. One believes to have went mad and is afraid. Fortunately, there were other observers 

present with the same horrified look. That helped to reassure me, because I have never heard 

of sudden-onset group insanity. For the particularly clever of you, no, it was not a magic 

show!... So I went on a search for other witnesses of these types experiences, thatôs called 

psychokinetic phenomena (pk phenomena). It seemed that there are many but only a few had 

the courage to describe what they witnessed using their real name. Most people use a 

synonym. For me, it´s interesting, to get a confirmation from someone who had an academic 

background and was (is) willing to use their real name. That´s why I went looking for 

academics who had seen something like this. I was amazed when I discovered that well-

known scientists and Nobel Prize laureates had witnessed such events and written about it. 

That was the beginning of the collection." 

 

Maybe we are now witnessing a more open attitude to paranormal phenomena among leading 

scientists? American science journalist John Horgan in his book Rational Mysticism (2003) 

noted the increased academic interest in the interface between science, mysticism and 

religion. Hogan use the term "rational mysticism". In his article in Scientific American, July 

2012 with the provocative title Brilliant Scientists Are Open-Minded about Paranormal Stuff, 

So Why Are Not You? he concludes: "... the discovery of telepathy or telekinesis would blow 

centuries of accumulated scientific dogma sky high. What could be more thrilling!" Another 

scientist who challenges the materialist and reductionist worldview is Dr. Jeffrey J. Kripal, 

professor of religious studies at Rice University, Houston, Texas. 

 
 

From an esoteric viewpoint one of the most audacious theories regarding 19th century 

paranormal phenomena formulated by an academic scholar is the Hidden Hand Theory 

presented by Theosophical scholar Dr. Joscelyn Godwin, Colgate University, New York. In a 

four part series of articles, The Hidden Hand, 1990-1991 in the academic 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Horgan_(journalist)
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/brilliant-scientists-are-open-minded-about-paranormal-stuff-so-why-not-you/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/brilliant-scientists-are-open-minded-about-paranormal-stuff-so-why-not-you/
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/brilliant-scientists-are-open-minded-about-paranormal-stuff-so-why-not-you/
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/04/paranormal-phenomena-and-esoteric.html
http://www.theohistory.org/issues-pdf/TH_III_2.pdf
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-3rTa_6KcXJg/VxUhXIPgRPI/AAAAAAAAIkE/h_hB124cbyEy9BJPEsv4F9Vm8x1XlTgbgCLcB/s1600/Kripal+Authors+of+the+impossible.jpg
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journal Theosophical History, Godwin presents impressive documentation indicating that a 

secret society created the first wave of very physical materialization phenomena in the United 

States: "The suggestion is that the Hydesville phenomena were not a spontaneous 

manifestation, but something provoked by living persons, acting with no lesser intent than that 

of changing the worldview of Western civilisation." (Theosophical History, vol. 3:2, April 

1990, p. 38.) Joscelyn Godwin is very much aware of the problem of presenting such a theory 

as an academic scholar. In a position statement he states: " "My own mind is open to the 

possibility of events for which materialistic science, and the historical scholarship modeled on 

it, has no place; consequently, I do not automatically dismiss the idea of immaterial 

influences, such as were suggested byt many writers on the Hydesville incident... I would 

suggest that there was another Hierohistorical event in the early 1870s; another move to affect 

public opinion, mainly by working from within the Spiritualist movement." (Theosophical 

History, vol. 3:3, July 1990, p. 72-73). 

 

 
 

This is also the view of history as given in the Esoteric Tradition and mentioned by writers 

such as Charles Leadbeater, Constance Wachmeister,Annie Besant, Alice Bailey and Henry 

T. Laurency. In his book The Astral Plane (1898) Charles Leadbeater mention a secret lodge 

he personally knew, The Yucatan Brotherhood: "The Chiefs of this Lodge, though they have 

always kept themselves and their society strictly in the background, have nevertheless done 

what they could from time to time to assist the progress of truth in the world.  Nearly a 

century ago, in despair at the rampant materialism which seemed to be stifling all spirituality 

in Europe and America, they determined to make an attempt to combat it by somewhat novel 

methods ï in point of fact to offer opportunities by which any reasonable man could acquire 

absolute proof of that life apart from the physical body which it was the tendency of science 

to deny. The phenomena exhibited were not in themselves absolutely new, since in some form 

or other we may hear of them all through history; but their definite organization ï their 

production as it were to order ï these were features distinctly new to the modern world. The 

http://www.anandgholap.net/Astral_Plane-CWL.htm
http://www.anandgholap.net/Talks_With_A_Class-AB.htm
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-QqALCrL6gFg/VxUhyQPohDI/AAAAAAAAIkI/ucKqNyUgl-svn8-mN-eRBpQHhGEfr6XhACLcB/s1600/Theosophical+History+July+1990+bl.jpg
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movement which they thus set on foot gradually grew into the vast fabric of modern 

Spiritualism, and though it would perhaps be unfair to hold the originators of the scheme 

directly responsible for many of the results which have followed, we must admit that they 

have achieved their purpose to the extent of converting vast numbers of people from a belief 

in nothing in particular to a firm faith in at any rate some kind of future life. This is 

undoubtedly a magnificent result, though there are those who think that it has been attained at 

too great a cost." 

 

 
 

In esotericism this secret lodge is regarded as a subsidiary branch of the planetary hierarchy, 

the planetary guardians, custodians of the science of the multiverse. This is the branch or 

department of this global organization especially concerned with the development of science. 

Alice Bailey mention their work in Esoteric Psychology I: "The rise of modern spiritualism is 

no doubt due to the seventh subray influence, and it may also be a foreshadowing of the great 

seventh ray still to come. It is interesting to note chat this movement was started by a secret 

society which has existed in the world since the last period of seventh ray dominance in 

Atlantean times." (p. 166-167, clothbound ed.)  

 

There is an interesting Swedish connection to the Yucatan Brotherhood. Swedish esotericist 

Henry T. Laurency mentioned in a letter to a friend that he was aquainted with a Norwegian 

man who was a member of this secret lodge. This man travelled around the world in the 1920s 

visiting various spiritualist groups, but was not impressed by their activities. (Letter April 12, 

1964). According to my understanding Henry T. Laurency worked together with, or was 

inspired by, a member of the planetary guardians who is referred to as Hilarion, responsible 

for the branch of adepts involved with concrete knowledge and scientific development. 

Regarding his work we find this reference by Alice Bailey: "... He (Hilarion-HB) controls and 

transmutes the great movements that tend to strip the veil from the unseen. His is the energy 

which, through his disciples, is stimulating the Psychical Research groups everywhere, and 

https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-GHUQb8i-1do/VxUiI7Q0gaI/AAAAAAAAIkM/2oOUkzDrUGEemQlOBk49MCnVNlWVITLFQCLcB/s1600/Leadbeater+The+Astral+Plane+bl.jpg
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He it was Who initiated, through various pupils of His, the Spiritualistic movement." 

(Initiation, Human and Solar, p. 59, clothbound ed.) 

 

Experiencing a UFO close encounter or a very concrete and physical paranormal phenomenon 

can be traumatic or inspiring, whether you are an academic scholar or ordinary citizen. People 

all over the world are changed by these experiences so the impact on our culture is deep and 

lasting. As a ufologist I can only sympathize with the education by astonishment agenda of 

the Yucatan Brotherhood. Perhaps they also use the UFO phenomenon in this way? On 

September 1, 1984 I interviewed Peggy Robert, who had a close encounter with a UFO that 

became a turning point in her life. Before this incident she was a typical ego-tripping 

materialist. During the interview she tried to explain her new life after the UFO encounter: 

"Now I knew there was something else in other dimensions, life that is different and more 

evolved... After this contact with the UFO I couldn´t accept Christianity as presented in the 

churches. Now I started an intensive period of searching." Peggy Robert later studied 

alternative medicine, Reflexology, Acupressure and nutrition. The rest of her life she 

dedicated to helping people with psychological and physical healing, working at various 

health resorts.  

 

 
Peggy Robert 

 

If we imagine that members of the Yucatan Brotherhood initiated the UFO incident I guess 

they could say - Mission Accomplished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/09/the-change-comes-from-space.html
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-zncEg15GmLw/VxUigzIcY5I/AAAAAAAAIkQ/lj_YkXh5FDct_9Hs5ck4KDM7x3u5ViP7QCLcB/s1600/Robert,+Peggei+840901+a+bl.jpg
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Esotericism and intellectual integrity 

As a young student of Philosophy and History of Religions at Stockholm University in the 

1970s one of the basic philosophical problems occupying my inquisitive mind was the 

intellectual and epistemological difficulty in accepting the reality of a multiverse in the 

esoteric sense. In my diary from January 8, 1976 I wrote: ñMy thinking is now very much 

occupied with the problem whether it is consistent with intellectual integrity to accept a 

worldview that cannot be verified by empirical science? If this is possible than esotericism 

can be philosophically established and motivated.ò 

 

Up until 1975 I was very much influenced by the writings of Rudolf Steiner on these issues. 

His ideas regarding a Spiritual Science that could be verified by special training appealed to 

my own theories. But in December 1975 I read Kunskapen om verkligheten (The Knowledge 

of Reality) by the eminent and erudite Swedish esotericist Henry T. Laurency. His penetrating 

criticism of Steiner´s Anthroposophy became a watershed and an eye-opener in my own 

thinking which resulted in a comment in my diary for December 2, 1975: ñBy studying 

Laurency, Bailey and other authors I have found that Laurency´s criticism of Steiner is 

tenable. I didnËt expect that my view on Steiner could be so radically modified and altered.ò 

 
 

It was of course not only Laurency´s criticism of Steiner that I found convincing but above all 

his brilliant, scholarly treatment and presentation of the esoteric tradition. Henry T. Laurency 

was educated at Uppsala University where his teachers in Philosophy were the famous 

Swedish philosophers Axel Hägerström och Karl Hedvall. With this background and most 

assuredly inspiration from one of the planetary adepts he was able to formulate the esoteric 

worldview in such a clear and scientific language, with a new terminology, that his books can 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/01/the-henry-t-laurency-legacy.html
http://laurency.com/KVe/kr6.pdf
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-3wuNsE27eKQ/VrNNC0ILHMI/AAAAAAAAIX0/dRHjYZHZk7M/s1600/Laurency+De+vises+sten+bl.jpg
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appeal to scholars and humanist intellectuals. His presentation of esoteric philosophy is in an 

international perspective of a quality unsurpassed. My personal view is that Laurency is the 

ñdisciple of rare capability in Swedenò referred to by Alice Bailey in A Treatise on White 

Magic (orig. 1934, p. 79 clothbound ed.) 

 

As an academic philosopher Laurency especially addressed the basic scientific, ontological 

and epistemological issues and problems confronting students of esotericism. He often 

pointed out that the only scientifically and intellectually tenable attitude to the esoteric 

worldview is to regard it as a working hypothesis: "To scientists without experience of other 

worlds than the physical, hylozoics can, of course, be only a working hypothesis" (Laurency, 

The Way of Man, p. 39, online version). Incidentally this is also the position recommended by 

the Tibetan, D.K., in the books written by Alice Bailey: "Our attitude should be that of 

reasonably enquiry and our interest that of the investigating philosopher, willing to accept a 

hypothesis on the basis of its possibility... Those open minded investigators who are willing to 

accept its fundamentals as a working hypothesis until these are demonstrated to be erroneous. 

They will be frankly agnostic..." (Alice Bailey, A Treatise on White Magic, 1971 (orig. 1934, 

pp 6, 32). 

 
Alice Bailey 

In the books by Laurency and Bailey we are constactly reminded to refrain from simple belief 

when it comes to facts presented by the planetary guardians. Not to make a new dogmatic sect 

based on the data given, but keeping an open mind and using the information as a working 

hypothesis. ñBelief is the enemyò wrote Fortean journalist John A. Keel. With this attitude the 

critical and scientific scholars can accept the esoteric worldview and still keep their 

intellectual integrity. 

 

Regarding intellectual integrity I found an good definition on the website The Critical Thinking 

Community, Valuable Intellectual Traits: ñIntellectual Integrity: Recognition of the need to be 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/08/esotericism-and-intellectual-humanist.html
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/valuable-intellectual-traits/528
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/valuable-intellectual-traits/528
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/valuable-intellectual-traits/528
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-sMhtLALouGY/VrNNYXyEq5I/AAAAAAAAIX4/3V2tF2bxtKE/s1600/Alice+Bailey+bl.JPG
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true to one's own thinking; to be consistent in the intellectual standards one applies; to hold 

one's self to the same rigorous standards of evidence and proof to which one holds one's 

antagonists; to practice what one advocates for others; and to honestly admit discrepancies 

and inconsistencies in one's own thought and action.ò 

 

How come then that so few non-conformist academic scholars and intellectuals have 

discovered the writings by Henry T. Laurency? The first and most obvious answer is that his 

books have only been aviable in English during the last decades. But the most relevant reason 

is that there are very few scholars that dare to enter the domain of Forbidden Science, in the 

words of Jacques Vallee. To leave the safe world of materialist/reductionist science is to 

become a cultural heretic. And ñcoming outò as an esotericist takes intellectual courage, 

especially if you are working in the academic community. You will be accused of harbouring 

dangerous irrational ideas and conspiracy theories. 

 
 

A promising sign of the times though is that ñWestern Esotericismò can now be studied at 

several universities. Western esotericism is a somewhat inadequate name as the esoteric 

tradition is global and planetary. Academic students of Western Esotericism are often 

referring to the French scholar Antoine Faivre when it comes to a definition of esotericism, 

consisting of six fundamental characteristics or components. To esotericists of the Bailey, 

Laurency school the definition is simple: The knowledge of reality in custody of and 

presented by the planetary guardians. These adepts I have somewhat irreverently referred to 

as the Higher Intelligence Agency (HIA). Theosophist Henry Steel Olcott, who knew several 

of them personally often called them ñthe boysò. 

 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/03/heretic-among-heretics.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_esotericism
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/08/henry-olcott-and-phenomena.html
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-vgpx5XR-Tls/VrNNrlU6umI/AAAAAAAAIX8/64OpfGMqlEg/s1600/Vallee+Forbidden+Science+1+bl.jpg
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A very good definition of intellectual courage is also presented on The Critical Thinking 

Community: 

ñIntellectual Courage: Having a consciousness of the need to face and fairly address ideas, 

beliefs or viewpoints toward which we have strong negative emotions and to which we have 

not given a serious hearing. This courage is connected with the recognition that ideas 

considered dangerous or absurd are sometimes rationally justified (in whole or in part) and 

that conclusions and beliefs inculcated in us are sometimes false or misleading. To determine 

for ourselves which is which, we must not passively and uncritically "accept" what we have 

"learned." Intellectual courage comes into play here, because inevitably we will come to see 

some truth in some ideas considered dangerous and absurd, and distortion or falsity in some 

ideas strongly held in our social group. We need courage to be true to our own thinking in 

such circumstances. The penalties for non-conformity can be severe.ò 

 

To accept the esoteric worldview as a paradigm and working hypothesis most scholars would 

probably need some form of empirical data indicating a multiverse. For me the empirical 

evidence became obvious by investigating UFO and paranormal phenomena. But of course a 

bridge to esotericism could be found by researching a number of borderland phenomena: 

healing, out-of-body experiences, remote viewing, materializations etc. 

 

Neither reductionist materialism nor orthodox religion has any tenable answers when faced 

with UFO and paranormal phenomena which clearly indicate a multiverse reality. If there is a 

multiverse inhabited by various sentient beings of different evolution and intelligence there 

must also be a science of the multiverse. Which implies that it is reasonable to assume the 

existence of "scientists" of the multiverse or custodians of knowledge not discovered by 

mainstream science. This is the position maintained by The Esoteric Tradition or The Ancient 

Wisdom. 

 

For the scholar studying esotericism this advice by Henry T. Laurency should be remembered 

to keep a psychological balance and intellectual integrity: ñEven if by thorough study you are 

however much convinced that the hylozoic system agrees with reality, yet you must view it as 

a working hypothesis... This principled attitude is necessary to avoid all manifestations of 

dogmatism, fanaticism, and intolerance." (Henry T. Laurency, Knowledge of Life Four, 1995, 

online ed. p. 29-30). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/valuable-intellectual-traits/528
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/valuable-intellectual-traits/528
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/valuable-intellectual-traits/528
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/09/from-phenomena-to-philosophy.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/04/riley-crabb-ufos-and-theosophy.html
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Humanism, skepticism, esotericism 

After many years of field investigation and documentation critical and scientifically oriented 

ufologists, Forteans and investigators of paranormal phenomena face the dilemma of finding a 

tenable and relevant theory, worldview or paradigm integrating all these diverse phenomena. 

Entering this realm becomes an intellectual challenge as the ñparadigm marketò presents a 

plethora of conflicting views and statements. But the existential implications of the 

unexplained phenomena forces the scholarly and open minded investigator to question 

mainstream science and philosophy. Journalist and Fortean John Keel expressed this challenge 

in his classic Operation Trojan Horse (1970):  ñI tried to adopt a very scientific approach to 

ufology, and this meant that I scoffed at the many contactee reports. But as my experiences 

mounted and investigations broadened, I rapidly changed my views... I have dealt with 

thousands of honest, sincere witnesses by mail, phone, and in person. My skepticism has 

melted away, and I have turned from science to philosophy in my search for the elusive truth". 

 
 

The investigator of edge or borderland science becomes an intellectual and cultural heretic 

and outsider as mainstream academic science is dominated by the reductionist and materialist 

paradigm which automatically discards anything challenging this basic worldview. There are 

of course a few brave academic scholars openly advocating a different view. Dr. Joscelyn 

Godwin at Colgate University, New York and Dr. Jeffrey Kripal at Rice University, Houston, 

Texas are excellent open minded culture radicals in this respect. 

http://www.johnkeel.com/
https://sites.google.com/a/colgate.edu/jgodwin/
https://sites.google.com/a/colgate.edu/jgodwin/
https://sites.google.com/a/colgate.edu/jgodwin/
http://kripal.rice.edu/
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-QvJ88eMFSmo/VVZFOlfHcVI/AAAAAAAAH70/J5O13DzpETg/s1600/Keel+Operation+Trojan+Horse+bl.jpg
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My personal 45+ years in borderland research has also included dealing with the existential 

aspect of UFO and paranormal phenomena. With my academic background in History of 

Religions and Philosophy this was inevitable. I entered an arduous intellectual journey with 

many ups and downs including temporary stops at various metaphysical groups, Secular 

Humanism and Skepticism. 

 

In 1997 I became fed up with all the irrational and inhuman nonsense I had encountered in the 

UFO and new age movement and longed for the clear light of reason and common sense. The 

result became six years active involvement in the secular humanist movement, in Sweden 

represented by Humanisterna. For several years I was elected vice chairman and in 2003 

editor of the magazine Humanisten. After some ideological conflicts I left the organization in 

2004. 

 
One of the issues I published in 2003 as editor of Humanisten 

http://www.humanisterna.se/
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ivnb703ycLA/VVZFujj6C3I/AAAAAAAAH78/2i96EO7i62o/s1600/Kripal+Authors+of+the+impossible.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ew6Gdwxw95s/VVZGKkl3ziI/AAAAAAAAH8E/bza-wKh9KW0/s1600/Humanisten+3+2003+bl.jpg
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In many respects I still regard myself as a Humanist sharing several of the objects and views 

of the organization such as the importance of secularism, the fight for human rights, women´s 

rights and opposition to religious fundamentalism. The secular humanist movement has many 

praiseworthy ideas and projects and is a important voice in todays world threatened by 

religious fanaticism and intolerance. Unfortunately most humanists are hard-line materialists 

and reductionists with very little knowledge of phenomena and experiences that challenge this 

worldview. They sometimes appear as the reverse side of naive new age activists confidently 

proclaiming the truth with no empiricial data and research. 

 

They share this problem with the skeptical movement, in Sweden represented by the 

organization Vetenskap och Folkbildning - VoF. There are of course skeptics of all kinds. A 

critical but openminded attitude is a necessary intellectual tool when investigating UFO and 

paranormal phenomena. A detailed examination of skeptical internet sites and magazines 

reveal the fact that you will never find documentation of UFO or paranormal phenomena that 

remain unexplained. Skeptics are very anxious to print cases that have been solved by UFO-

Sweden field investigators but you will never read about the unsolved cases. This is scientific 

and intellectual dishonesty. In UFO-Sweden publications you will find both the unexplained 

cases and those that have been solved and identified. This Allen Hynek quote is very 

appropriate here: "If you know the answer beforehand, it isn´t research." Still there are open 

minded skeptics who are doing some good research and also support AFU. Our foremost 

donor Hilary Evans was such a skeptic. 

 
 

Neither reductionist materialism nor orthodox religion has any tenable answers when faced 

with UFO and paranormal phenomena which clearly indicate a multiverse reality. If there is a 

http://www.vof.se/
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-JALeAKpPHQ0/VVZGqA3n2EI/AAAAAAAAH8M/A15kRXS4N8c/s1600/Hynek+Vallee+The+edge+of+reality+bl.jpg
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multiverse inhabited by various sentient beings of different evolution and intelligence there 

must also be a science of the multiverse. Which implies that it is reasonable to assume the 

existence of "scientists" of the multiverse or custodians of knowledge not discovered by 

mainstream science. This is the position maintained by The Esoteric Tradition or The Ancient 

Wisdom. I have found the esoteric worldview formulated by a.o. Helena Blavatsky, Alice 

Bailey and Henry T. Laurency the intellectually most interesting alternative paradigm to be 

used as a working hypothesis when dealing with UFO and paranormal phenomena. It 

represents a third way worldview between materialism och religion. 

 

What often makes me hesitant to use the label esotericist are the many cults and irrational 

personalities claiming to represent esotericism. There is also the problem of right-wing 

extremists and neo-nazis who use and promote esoteric ideas to attract recruits. There are 

unfortunately potential dangers in advocating esotericism in our socially and politically 

unstable and troubled times. Perhaps it was with ideas like that in mind that made the adept 

K.H.remarked in a letter to Alfred Percy Sinnett: "Modern science is our best ally". (The 

Mahatma Letters To A.P. Sinnett, letter 13). 

 
 

By advocating esotericism as a valid paradigm and working hypothesis in UFO and 

paranormal research I become something of a heretic among heretics. To be intellectually 

honest I must of course admit that I may be wrong. Only time and further research will tell. I 

believe Jacques Vallee expressed the central issue of our pursuit very well in Forbidden 

Science II: òéthe history of ufology should be placed within an esoteric context. The UFO 

problem, the question of parapsychology, are central to this business. Looking for the solution 

isnËt just a scientific project; itËs a quest, an initiation, an enigma like that of the Sphinxéò. 

(p. 211) 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-HyP6njkvg10/VVZHF8NEx8I/AAAAAAAAH8U/Iwcx9ZhaUCs/s1600/Vallee+Forbidden+Science+1+bl.jpg
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Esotericism and the intellectual humanist 

After a lifetime of travel, field investigation and study of UFO, Fortean and paranormal 

phenomena American journalist John A. Keel reached the conclusion shared by many 

researchers into these areas: we live in a multiverse inhabited by a variety of diverse 

intelligences. In his last book, The Eighth Tower (1975), he wrote: "Today many scientific 

disciplines are moving in the same direction, not realizing they are mapping a very old 

country. In a few years, perhaps even in our own lifetime, all sciences will suddenly converge 

at a single point, and the mysteries of the superspectrum will unravel in our hands." (p. 216). 

 
 

John Keel´s prophetic assertion comes to my mind when I study the new books by academic 

physicists and astronomers postulating a multiverse. One of these academics is Swedish-

American cosmologist Max Tegmark, professor at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Techology and also scientific director of Foundational Questions Institute. His latest 

book, Our Mathematical Universe, has recently been published in a Swedish edition, Vårt 

matematiska universum. 

 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/09/from-phenomena-to-philosophy.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multiverse
http://space.mit.edu/home/tegmark/mathematical.html
http://fqxi.org/
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/avsnitt/367983?programid=412
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/avsnitt/367983?programid=412
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/avsnitt/367983?programid=412
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-dkmHHJJLTak/VAHWIGVgQAI/AAAAAAAAHPI/DCp7_7134jg/s1600/Keel+Eights+tower+bl.jpg
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The multiverse theory is today presented from different scientific disciplines; physics, 

astronomy, psychology, parapsychology and since the 1970s it has been a prominent 

hypothesis among ufologists and Forteans (John A. Keel, Jacques Vallee, Allen Hynek). This 

is an interesting cultural phenomenon. A sort of re-enchantment of the world advocated by 

scientists and scholars (instead of disenchantment), to use the terminology of sociologist 

Max Weber. But as John Keel so aptly remarked this is "mapping a very old country". A 

country for centuries studied in the Esoteric Tradition. Academic and scholarly interest in this 

heretic and forbidden science has seen a remarkable renaissance during the last decades. It has 

been realized that the Esoteric Tradition can be regarded as the third intellectual force or pillar 

in cultural history alongside religion and science. 

 

Esotericism as a serious academic pursuit must of course adhere to strictly empirical research 

and the attitude of "methological agnosticism" argued by Wouter J. Hanegraaff, professor of 

History of Hermetic Philosophy and Related Currents at Amsterdam University. But no 

academic student can work totally free of any basic paradigm or worldview. An interesting 

problem of scientific credibility is to what extent can an academic scholar of esotericism also 

be an advocate of the Esoteric Tradition? 

 
 

The field investigator of UFO, Fortean and paranormal phenomena who after years of study 

and with a mass of empirical data realizes that the reductionist/materialist worldview is 

untenable and a paradigm or theory encompassing a multiverse must be formulated, face the 

dilemma of finding a reasonable and intellectually acceptable alternative working hypothesis. 

I have for some years in my blog and latest book argued that the Esoteric Tradition as 

formulated Helena P. Blavatsky, Alice Bailey and Henry T. Laurency constitutes the best and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disenchantment
http://www.alpheus.org/html/articles/esoteric_history/Empirical%20method%20in%20the%20study%20of%20esotericism.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wouter_Hanegraaff
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/04/position-statement.html
http://laurency.com/index.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-jmNu3GfiGFU/VAHWlq8i5eI/AAAAAAAAHPY/uF1hVFNdg8c/s1600/Hanegraaff+Esotericism+and+the+Academy+bl.jpg
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most interesting multiverse paradigm and theory to explain the multitude of intriguing 

phenomena documented by many researchers. 

 
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky 1831-1891 

 

The perhaps most difficult question to answer is: can a critical, scientifically minded 

researcher and intellectual humanist accept a controversial worldview like esotericism as a 

working hypothesis? What are the problems and dangers? My answer to the first question is 

that I have found esotericism, especially as presented by Bailey and Laurency of such 

intellectual and humanist quality that they are worthy of consideration both as a worldview 

and ethical compass. Of special importance is that Bailey and Laurency also have solved the 

basic epistemological problem of how to intellectually relate to the claims in esotericism. 

Here two quotes of relevance: 

 

"Reasons for the appearance of phenomena are being everywhere sought, and societies are 

formed for their investigation and demonstration... Three types of people will respond to this 

book. They are: 1. Those open minded investigators who are willing to accept its 

fundamentals as a working hypothesis... they will be frankly agnostic, but willing temporarily, 

in their search for truth, to try out the methods and follow the suggestions laid down for their 

consideration... Our attitude should be that of reasonable enquiry and our interest that of the 

investigating philosopher, willing to accept an hypothesis on the basis of its possibility, but 

being unwilling to acknowledge as proven truth anything until we know it for and in 

ourselves." (Alice Bailey, A Treatise of White Magic, 1971 ed. pp. 6, 32). 

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-mqhNGmm5rvc/VAHW5c7fKTI/AAAAAAAAHPg/bzu3wktGeqI/s1600/Helena+Petrovna+Blavatsky+bl.jpg
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"To scientists without experience of other worlds than the physical, hylozoics can, of course, 

be only a working hypothesis...a working hypothesis acceptable to those philosophers and 

scientists of the future who will seek for a tenable world view and life view, realizing that 

there must be superphysical worlds and kingdoms." (Henry T. Laurency, The Way of Man, 

1988, online ed. pp. 5, 40) 

 

"Even if by thorough study you are however much convinced that the hylozoic system agrees 

with reality, yet you must view it as a working hypothesis... This principled attitude is 

necessary to avoid all manifestations of dogmatism, fanaticism, and intolerance." (Henry T. 

Laurency, Knowledge of Life Four, 1995, online ed. p. 29-30). 

 

Alice Bailey and Henry T. Laurency constantly in their works reiterate the necessity of 

treating the esoteric worldview as a working hypothesis and the only tenable scientific and 

intellectual attitude to the presented claims. A problem on a different level are all the odd and 

naive believers and sects who claim to be exponents of the Esoteric Tradition but simply 

present a sad travesty of esotericism. In this group we also find the more potentially 

dangerous groups using esoteric ideas to promote various ringt-wing or neo-Nazi ideologies. 

This aspect of esotericism has been thoroughly documented by the late academic scholar 

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke in Black Sun. Aryan Cults, Esoteric Nazism and the Politics of 

Identity (2002). 

 
 

From a Swedish perspective this problem is of special significance as the publisher of the 

Henry T. Laurency books, Lars Adelskogh, unfortunately combines his publishing venture 

with political right-wing activism, holocaust revisionism, antifeminism and the anti-modernist 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/01/the-henry-t-laurency-legacy.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-w2RACPRRAHI/VAHXV1TToZI/AAAAAAAAHPo/bWFVroBQ55A/s1600/Goodrick-Clarke+Black+Sun+bl.jpg
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ideas of Traditionalism. Ideas which are anathema to the spirit of the Esoteric Tradition and 

must in todays unstable and troubled world be regarded as potentially a threat to democracy, 

freedom and human rights. Politically the Esoteric Tradition has more of left-wing ideas 

which I have noted in several blog entries. An esotericist who clearly understood that the 

Esoteric Tradition was basically politically left-wing was Riley Crabb, director of Borderland 

Sciences Research Foundation 1958-1985. He devoted many articles in The Journal of 

Borderland Research to explain this political dimension to esotericism, which of course 

rendered him many enemies. 

 
Riley Crabb 1913-1994 

 

I view the Esoteric Tradition as an enlarged or deeper form of humanism. This must be 

obvious to anyone reading the books by Alice Bailey, amanuensis for the Tibetan. The student 

is constanly reminded to strive for the good, the true and the beautiful. Something sorely 

needed on this interplanetary Alcatraz. For the active field investigator of UFO, Fortean and 

paranormal phenomena looking for a working hypothesis or paradigm I present the answer 

given to me by the British esotericist and ufologist T. Bryon Edmond in 1976: "Basically I am 

agnostic, but I accept Theosophy provisionally because it answers more questions in a logical 

and scientific way than any other religion or philosophy that I know of." 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/02/traditionalism-and-ufos.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/04/riley-crabb-ufos-and-theosophy.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/05/welcome-to-alcatraz.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-RULzmHC3Ue4/VAHXtFJQ2JI/AAAAAAAAHPw/00zCHK0g2sM/s1600/Crabb,+riley+bl.jpg
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Paranormal phenomena and the esoteric paradigm 

Recently I discovered a very interesting article, Visions of the Impossible, published in 

the Chronicle of Higher Education. It was written by Jeffrey J. Kripal, professor of religious 

studies at Rice University, Houston, Texas. He is, in my view, one of the most fascinating 

religious scholars and intellectuals of today. Take a look at the very extensive collection of 

articles and other data on his homepage at Rice University. I first discovered the writings of 

Jeffrey J. Kripal when reading Authors of the Impossible. The Paranormal and the 

Sacred (2010). One of the few books written by an academic scholar giving a accurate and 

open minded presentation of the research and ideas of Charles Fort and Jacques Vallee. A 

sequel was Mutants & Mystics. Science Fiction, Superhero Comics and the 

Paranormal (2011). 

 
 

 

http://chronicle.com/article/Embrace-the-Unexplained/145557/
http://kripal.rice.edu/index.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FO4a7fbEJM0/U0-Uy7GvC_I/AAAAAAAAG0k/wvasH76a4yY/s1600/Kripal+Authors+of+the+impossible.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ZzbjlDm4dLo/U0-U51bj_AI/AAAAAAAAG0s/JSQ74Pb9ao8/s1600/Kripal+Mutants+and+Mystics+bl.jpg
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Visions of the Impossible challenges the materialist and reductionist worldview so prevalent 

among mainstream intellectuals and academia and the taboo of taking paranormal experiences 

seriously or relating personal observations of an unexplained nature. Many scholars are 

simply afraid that serious interest in or mentioning personal paranormal experiences may 

damage their academic image and career. Kripal presents scathing criticism and funny 

remarks about the present ñflatland models of human natureò: ñWe are constantly remindedé 

that we are basically walking corpses with computers on top ï in effect, technological 

zombies, moist robots, meat puppetsé We have conscious intellectuals telling us that 

consciousness does not really exist as such.ò 

 

The many and varied paranormal experiences, and I would add some UFO observations to the 

list, simply has no place in a materialist worldview. So official and mainstream science 

simply ignores all the reports or regard them as mere anecdotes and misidentifications. Kripal 

has a different view: ñI suggest a way out of our present impasse: We should put these 

extreme narratives, these impossible stories, in the middle of our academic table. I would also 

like to make a wager, here and now, that once we put these currently rejected forms of 

knowledge on our academic table, things that were once impossible to imagine will soon 

become possible not only to imagine but also to think, theorize, and even test.ò 

 

Such a bold and heretic suggestion was of course met with severe criticism and many 

examples of invectives from the hardline sceptics and materialists. In his sequel 

article Embracing the Unexplained, Kripal answers some of his critics: ñSomehow, in roughly 

the same period, I managed to be an ñoffenseò to both materialist ideologues and 

fundamentalist censors. The materialists painted me as a science-bashing religionist, while the 

fundamentalists portrayed me as a religion-bashing pervert and reductive materialist." Further 

discussion of how to intellectually handle paranormal phenomena is presented in Seriously 

Strange. Thinking Anew About Psychical Experiences, a collection of essays edited by Sudhir 

Kakar and Jeffrey J. Kripal (2012). Paranormal phenomena cannot be fit into the reigning 

models of science or orthodox religion but instead of being brushed aside as insignificant or 

delusional they should be seriously studied. Kripal: "It thus cries out to be interpreted, to be 

theorized, to be incorporated into new forms of knowledge and human possibility." 

 

http://chronicle.com/blogs/conversation/author/jkripal/
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-fOXrZAo0CnE/U0-Vm104q3I/AAAAAAAAG00/ez_aqe-JB1o/s1600/Kripal.jpg
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When you like Kripal have discovered, by personal experience and extensive research, that 

paranormal phenomena are real and that there is a "ghost in the machine", that consciousness 

is more than simple brain activity you face the real challenge of trying to find a paradigm or 

working hypothesis that incorporates this new form of knowledge. Like myself, many 

researchers and scholars have found the esoteric tradition or ancient wisdom, to be the 

intellectually most interesting and challenging alternative worldview. In the academic world 

there has also been a remarkable renaissance and renewed interest in "Western Esotericism", 

which can now be studied at the universities in Paris, Amsterdam and Exeter. This indicates a 

slow but culturally significant paradigm shift from materialist reductionism to a new science 

of the multiverse. 

 
 

 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-kqAGh0l_i1Q/U0-V-1_7TgI/AAAAAAAAG08/vNqEaF894gI/s1600/Hanegraaff+Esotericism+and+the+Academy+bl.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-j_eOgQcUjq8/U0-WwWQJ-5I/AAAAAAAAG1E/Mhz5n10Jiuc/s1600/Rudb%C3%B8g+The+Academic+Study+of+Western+Esotericism+bl.jpg
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The fascinating iconoclast journalist and fortean John Keel came to the same conclusion after 

a lifetime of investigating unexplained phenomena. In his last book The Eighth Tower (1975) 

he concluded: "Today many scientific disciplines are moving in the same direction, not 

realizing they are mapping a very old country. In a few years, perhaps even in our own 

lifetime, all sciences will suddenly converge at a single point, and the mysteries of the 

superspectrum will unravel in our hands. We will finally understand - truly understand - the 

forces that have directed our destinies throughout history." (p. 216) 

 
 

Basically the esoteric tradition says that we live in a multiverse, inhabited by many, by 

present day science, unknown forms of life. And if there is a multiverse there must of 

necessity be a "science of the multiverse", as exact as any academic discipline. The 

challenging corollary to this idea is that then there must somewhere exist "scientists of the 

multiverse". It is this idea that has been made into something of a travesty by many cults and 

sects. But suppose that behind all the nonsensical popular occultism there really are a group of 

adept scientists of the multiverse. This is indicated in the more academic presentations of the 

esoteric tradition by authors like Alice Bailey and Henry T. Laurency. Bailey gives this 

illustration: "They will stand forth as living examples of goodwill, of true love, of intelligent 

applied wisdom, of high good nature and humour, and of normalcy. They may indeed be so 

normal that recognition of what they are may escape notice." (Bailey, The Externalisation of 

the Hierarchy, p. 699). 

 

Serious interest in the esoteric tradition is growing, both among academic scholars and the 

public. I notice this at my daily work as librarian at Norrköping Public Library. So last week I 

wrote a short article on esotericism for the library homepage and built a small exhibition of 

books relating to this theme. The cultural elite will probably regard the ideas as heretic. And 

so they are and have always been - a challenge to both materialist science and orthodox 

religion. 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-doA3qcKVgJ8/U0-W_JTNxMI/AAAAAAAAG1M/1CRoNvTNP0c/s1600/Keel+Eights+tower+bl.jpg
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Vzm-FQghABM/U0-X2rMEy4I/AAAAAAAAG1U/rn5dR4J0fvU/s1600/140411+Stadsbiblioteket+utst%C3%A4llning.JPG
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Christina, Queen of Sweden and esotericism 

One of my responsibilities at Norrköping Public Library is arranging academic lectures, 

inviting Swedish scholars and authors engaged in current cultural and scientific debate. On 

March 19 I had the pleasure of introducing Susanna Åkerman, Ph.D. historian of ideas and an 

expert on Hermeticism and Rosicrucianism. She is the author of Rose Cross Over the Baltic. 

The Spread of Rosicrucianism in Northern Europe (Brill, 1998). Susanna is librarian at the 

Swedenborg library, Stockholm. Her latest book,Fenixelden. Drottning Kristina som 

alkemist (The Phoenix Fire. Queen Christina as alchemist) was also the theme of her lecture 

in Norrköping. 

 

 

 

 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-fqTzSnfvHhU/UyyhuFprVGI/AAAAAAAAGvo/p6qGW2NlTNk/s1600/akerman.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-g2WLA8B0Gh0/Uyyfj3RHv7I/AAAAAAAAGu8/LFWPhRYoUWU/s1600/%C3%85kerman+Fenixelden+bl.jpg
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Susanna Åkerman 

The Swedish Queen Christina (1626-1689) created quite a scandal when she abdicated her 

throne and converted to Roman Catholicism in 1654. She spent her later years in Rome. There 

has been endless speculation and many theories as to her motives for the conversion. In her 

new book Susanna Åkerman argues that the real reason for Christinas´ conversion was her 

deep interest in alchemy and the hermetic tradition. She was an avid collector of esoterica and 

created a large library in Rome on these subjects. 

 

 
Susanna Åkerman lecturing at Norrköping Public Library 

 

Susanna Åkerman has done some groundbreaking and innovative research and presents new 

data on an old enigma. Surprisingly there has been no reviews of Fenixelden in Swedish 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christina,_Queen_of_Sweden
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-wnf6CPiAb1c/Uyyfx5ywT3I/AAAAAAAAGvE/WAU3a3rfwZo/s1600/140319+Susanna+%C3%85kerman+a+bl.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-YQPb3ePcFIo/Uyyf-7JogvI/AAAAAAAAGvM/yTfyBCmdpzk/s1600/140319+Susanna+%C3%85kerman+b+bl.jpg
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media. I assume the Swedish media elite and mainstream intellectuals don´t know how to 

handle the rather iconoclastic theory presented by the author. To review a book like this you 

must be something of a scholar on esoteric traditions. When reading Fenixelden I immediately 

associated the ideas with the classicGiordano Bruno and the Hermetic Tradition (1964) 

by Frances Yates. She asserted that Giordano Bruno was burned at the stake in 1600, not 

because of his astronomical theories but as a result of his espousing of the Hermetic 

philosophy.  

 

 
 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frances_Yates
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-8Kf3B0CpMsQ/UyyhC7XwoJI/AAAAAAAAGvg/aHNjV0BnuWc/s1600/Yates.jpg
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The last decades has seen a remarkable renaissance for the scholarly interest in esoteric 

traditions. The subject is not taboo among academics as it was some years ago. Susanna 

Åkerman´s book is an example of this growing interest and I hope the next step will be a 

doctoral thesis on the Theosophical movement in Sweden and its cultural influence. 

The Swedish King Oscar II (1829-1907) was strongly influenced by Theosophy and invited 

both Henry Steel Olcott and Annie Besant for audiences at the royal castle. There is a treasure 

trove of interesting data to be found in research on this forgotten aspect of history. 
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Traditionalism and UFOs 

The amount of books published today with a UFO theme is staggering and it is almost 

impossible to keep abreast with all new titles, even for a librarian. I was made aware of this 

situation when Swedish poet, author and left wing political activist Mohamed Omar told me 

of a fascinating book published already in 2005, which I had obviously missed. The title 

is Cracks in the Great Wall. The UFO Phenomenon and Traditional Metaphysics, written by 

American poet and author Charles Upton, an adherent of the Traditionalist School which has 

its origin in the French philosopher and mystic René Guénon (1886-1951). 

 
 

Traditionalism or Perennialism is a metaphysical school that somewhat surprisingly, during 

the last decades, has attracted many scholars and intellectuals despite its basically 

antimodernist, radically conservative, pessimistic and gloomy philosophy. In several ways it 

represents a variation of the back-to-religion movement, but with a mystical outlook, much in 

common with Hindu Advaita subjectivism. Judging from the book by Charles Upton, when it 

comes to assessing the UFO phenomenon, traditionalists end up in the same camp as 

fundamentalist Christians and Anthroposophists: UFOs are demons, forerunners of the 

Antichrist. 

http://nyailconvito.wordpress.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditionalist_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Gu%C3%A9non
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Djvi2Z9JLBc/UwpJjdh-pxI/AAAAAAAAGpQ/sytxD0yN3XE/s1600/Waterfield+Ren%C3%A9+Gu%C3%A9non+bl.jpg
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Here are a few relevant quotes: 

ñThe UFO phenomenon constitutes a true postmodern demonologyéò (p. 6) 

ñThe UFO phenomenon is perhaps the most sinister complex of beliefs and events to be found 

among those loosely associated with the New Age.ò (p. 9) 

ñAliens are members of the Jinn.ò (p. 16) 

ñFather Seraphim Rose, an American-born Eastern Orthodox priest who died in 1982, gives 

perhaps the best explanation of the UFO phenomenon that we possess: Simply speaking, they 

are demons.ò (p. 9) 

ñé the present UFO manifestationsé are here to prepare us for the religion of the 

Antichrist.ò (p. 23) 

ñA degenerate tasteé bespeaks a wounded soul ï either traumatized, and so in need of 

healing, or deliberately depraved, and so headed for the wrath of God. I only pray that my 

own decision to write on the subject of UFOs does not indicate the beginnings of a similar 

depravity in me.ò (p. 40) 

 

Reading Cracks in the Great Wall ufologists immediately recognize the dark apocalyptic 

ideas and visions propounded by former Flying Saucer Review editor Gordon Creighton. He 

was influenced by Rudolf Steiner´s Anthroposophy and regarded UFO entities as 

manifestations of the demonic Ahriman, a view obviously shared by many Anthroposophists. 

A classic example is Flying Saucers. Physical and Spiritual Aspects by Dr. Georg Unger, 

published already in 1958. 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2014/01/gordon-creighton-and-fsr-archives.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-thML_YfEAlE/UwpJu5-CUoI/AAAAAAAAGpY/IGFNPqU8Ur8/s1600/Upton+Cracks+in+the+Great+Wall+bl.jpg


107 
 

 
Gordon Creighton, editor of Flying Saucer Review 

René Guénon was a spiritual seeker involved in many of the fin de siecle occult underground 

movements in Paris, including Theosophy. Born a Catholic he later converted to Islam, 

initiated to Sufism in 1910 by the Swedish painter and author Ivan Aguéli. In two of his 

books, Theosophy: History of a Pseudo-Religion and The Spiritist Fallacy, Guénon criticized 

Theosophy and Spiritualism as dangerous and actually Satanic "counter-initiatic" movements: 

"Behind all these movements (Theosophy, Spiritualism-HB) is there not something more 

fearsome, of which their leaders perhaps do not themselves know, and of which they are in 

their own turn merely the instruments?" (Guenon, Theosophy, 2004, p. 272) 

 

Although Traditionalism or Perennialism is often referred to as esoteric it has very little in 

common with the esoteric tradition of Blavatsky, Bailey or Laurency. Traditionalism is a form 

of mysticism which becomes very obvious in its simplistic interpretation of the UFO 

phenomenon and related entities. Esotericism is by its own definition the science of the 

multiverse, a discipline as exact as any academic subject. This should be obvious to anyone 

reading The Mahatma Letters to A.P. Sinnett or the works of Alice Bailey and Henry T. 

Laurency. In interpreting paranormal entities and phenomena compare Guénon with the clear 

and lucid exposition presented by Theosophist Charles Leadbeater in his book The Astral 

Plane. 

 

http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/an-interesting-letter.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/an-interesting-letter.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/12/an-interesting-letter.html
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ojhLGJ9wuTU/UwpKAQwqBwI/AAAAAAAAGpg/5PKcw6QaS_0/s1600/Creighton,Gordon.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-QHmblYFLCgM/UwpKuizOd1I/AAAAAAAAGpo/ICxo-oMYq2w/s1600/Leadbeater+The+Astral+Plane+bl.jpg
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An even greater problem with Traditionalism is the ideological link to various political 

movements of the radical conservative and far right. Theosophy and the esoteric tradition is 

basically politically left wing and optimistic. "Why is it that so many scholars choose to 

affiliate themselves with a group that proposes a radical break with modernity?" asks Jacob C. 

Senholt in his essay Radical Traditionalism and the New Right, published in Esotericism, 

Religion and Politics (2012). Theosophical scholar Joscelyn Godwin has this to say anent this 

phenomenon: "It must occur to any objective reader of Evola´s works, as of other 

Traditionalists like Guénon and Schoun, that for all their nostalgia for authoritarian regimes 

and theocracies, they enjoyed a freedom of thought and expression that would never have 

been permitted had they been born into one." (p.50) 

 
 

In Sweden esotericist and far right activist Lars Adelskogh presents a peculiar mix of 

Traditionalism and esotericism. He is a proponent of the esoteric tradition as presented by 

Swedish esotericist Henry T. Laurency and has also translated René Guénons classic The 

Reign of Quantity & the Signs of the Times into Swedish. But Laurency and Guénon are 

spiritual opposites. Guénon actually regard the esoteric tradition represented by Laurency as 

definitely Satanic. Adelskoghs synkretism is like trying to promote the political philosophies 

of Karl Marx and Edmund Burke on the same website. 

 

In his book Knowledge of Life three, chapter Occult Sects, Henry T. Laurency has some sharp 

critical comments on the writings of Kurt Almqvist, one of the first Swedish Guenon-inspired 

Traditionalists: "Kurt Almqvist, Ph.D., published in 1959 a little book entitled Den glömda 

dimensionen (The Forgotten Dimension). This work is typical of the pseudo-occultism 

making much of itself in our times. His use of the term ñdimensionò alone is absurd. His 

http://www.hylozoik.se/english/english.htm
http://www.hylozoik.se/english/english.htm
http://www.hylozoik.se/english/english.htm
http://laurency.com/index.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-7aBAibu-siU/UwpLCK9YgOI/AAAAAAAAGpw/ceLlinijBnY/s1600/Versluis+Esotericism,+Religion,+and+Politics+bl.jpg
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progressionism is faith in the guesswork of ignorance. His definition of ñmetaphysicalò as 

being ñbeyond the cosmosò indicates a serious confusion of ideas. His definitions of soul, 

spirit, intellect, individuality, the ego, the self are utterly misleading. Almqvist has a lot to say 

about the 

metaphysical knowledge he ascribes to the medieval buildersô guilds. In any case they did not 

possess esoteric knowledge, a fact of which freemasonry is the best demonstration. As for the 

rest, we are served a rehash of Indian yoga philosophy and Christian mysticism." 

 
 

Following the Traditionalist School as a ufologist becomes a intellectual backlash á la Gordon 

Creighton. It is infinetely more stimulating and rewarding, as an alternative working 

hypothesis, to study the taxonomy of paranormal entities and phenomena in the classic tomes 

of Blavatsky, Leadbeater, Hodson and Laurency. And you will probably not end up on the far 

right of the political spectrum. 
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Paradigms and intellectual integrity 

"Belief is the enemy" is an often quoted maxim from one of my favourite nonconformist 

authors, american journalist John A. Keel. The actual quote can be found on page 46 in the 

original 1975 edition of his classic The Mothman Prophecies. Keel´s wonderful humour and 

refreshingly irreverent attitude to our "forbidden sciences" was a breath of fresh air to me 

when I first encountered his books as a young ufologist in the 1970s. He became, in several 

ways, a mentor in the often wacky underworld of cults and strange beliefs you are confronted 

with as a field investigator of UFOs and paranormal phenomena. 

 
 

As my new and rather controversial book Gudarna återvänder. Ufo och den esoteriska 

traditionen ( Return of the Gods. UFOs and the Esoteric Tradition) has just been published I 

find it necessary to issue a few statements as I anticipate that several readers will miss the 

point of the book. Skeptics will probably relegate me to the cultist crowd and proclaim that I 

have lost my intellectual integrity - if I ever had one? Naive new agers will believe they have 

found a kindred soul and send me their latest communication from master xyz, confirming all 

I have written. Then I am reminded of a quote from that wonderful iconoclast Charles Fort: 

"Now and then admirers of my good works write to me, and try to convert me into believing 

things that I say". 

 

My book can be read on several levels. First and most obvious it is a documentation of the 

influence of ideas from the esoteric tradition on the development of the international UFO 

movement. In Sweden this is especially noticeable as the first UFO organizations in 1957-58 

were inaugurated by active members of The Theosophical Society (Adyar). Secondly I 

present a version of Vallée´s esoteric intervention theory as a possible scenario to explain  the 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-DJ8_JdwXxpQ/Uq2V5Os4yTI/AAAAAAAAFN8/CGVE7YkOPkM/s1600/Keel+Mothman+prophecies+bl.jpg
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experiences of some of the first generation UFO contactees: George Adamski, Orfeo 

Angelucci, Daniel Fry, George van Tassel and Howard Menger. Finally I use the esoteric 

tradition as an alternative paradigm or road map studying the totality of UFO and paranormal 

phenomena. While Vallee in much of his writings concentrates on the "Messengers of 

Deception" I suggest that there also may be other and somewhat nicer players in the game. 

 
 

I hope that most readers will understand that to me the esoteric intervention theory is only a 

theory or alternative hypothesis. As a critical and intellectual humanist I find the only viable 

attitude to the esoteric tradition to regard it as an challenging paradigm in trying to interpret 

UFOs and paranormal phenomena. And most important - I may be wrong. That is for coming 

generations of ufologists, forteans, esotericists, academics and students of paranormal 

phenomena to decide. Critics will of course also notice that I present a conspiracy theory. But 

it is something so trend braking and untimely as a conspiracy of the "good guys", what I 

jokingly refer to as the HIA - Higher Intelligence Agency. A review of my book can be found 

at the blog Nya il Convito by Swedish poet and author Mohamed Omar 

 

Students of esotericism who happen to be too much of believers will perhaps be surprised to 

learn that the belief-is-the-enemy attitude is actually recommended by the custodians of the 

Ancient Wisdom. Alice Bailey, amanuensis for the Tibetan, constantly reiterates that the 

information imparted is to be regarded as a working hypothesis. "Our attitude should be that 

of reasonably enquiry and our interest that of the investigating philosopher, willing to accept 

an hypothesis on the basis of its possibility... Those open minded investigators who are 

willing to accept its fundamentals as a working hypothesis until these are demonstrated to be 

erroneous. They will be frankly agnostic..." Alice Bailey, A Treatise on White Magic, 1971 

(orig. 1934) pp 6, 32). 

http://nyailconvito.wordpress.com/2013/12/15/gudarna-atervander/
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Ds7LAjkLLME/Uq2Y3Vn-bUI/AAAAAAAAFOU/sWK1BosbVyY/s1600/Vallee+bl.jpg
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In this treatise adjacent to the discussion on hypothesis there is also an interesting comment 

on paranormal phenomena: "We stand now towards the close of a great transition period and 

the subtler realms of life are closer than ever before; unusual phenomena and inexplicable 

happenings are commoner  than at any time heretofore, whilst matters telepathic, psychic and 

peculiar occupy the attention even of sceptics, scientists and religionists. Reasons for the 

appearance of phenomena are being everywhere sought and societies are formed for their 

investigation and demonstration." 

 

Finally some AFU news. Yesterday the UFO-Sweden board held its meeting at the AFU 

premises. Anders Liljegren presented an interesting offer we have recently received for new 

and very much larger premises to house the entire archive. The offer looks promising even 

from an economic viewpoint. Should this become a reality one of our most cherished dreams 

will come true as the possibility of also building a museum is part of the project. The AFU 

board will inspect the premises as soon as possible. 

 
Tobias Lindgren (left) and UFO-Sweden´s new chairman Anders Berglund at the board 

meeting 
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Mattias Fyhr and supernatural horror  

One of my responsibilities at Norrköping Public Library is arranging academic lectures, 

inviting Swedish scholars and authors engaged in current cultural and scientific debate. This 

activity has by now developed into a form of literary salon, opening with a my dialogue with 

the author followed by a lecture and often a very vivid and stimulating discussion. On 

October 2, I invited Mattias Fyhr, Assistant Professor in Literary Criticism at Stockholm 

University and lecturer in Literary Criticism at Jönköping University. He is the author of 

several books on gothic fiction, also referred to as supernatural horror in literature. But he is 

also well versed in various esoteric currents and co-editor with Per Faxneld of Förborgade 

tecken. Esoterism i västerländsk litteratur (Hidden Signs. Esoterism in Western Literature). In 

this book Fyhr has a chapter on esoterism in the writings of Selma Lagerlöf, one of my 

favourite Swedish authors. 

 
 

 
Selma Lagerlöf (1858-1940) 
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Before the lecture I had promised Mattias Fyhr a tour of the AFU facilities as he was 

especially interested in studying our collections on ghosts and older Swedish books on 

paranormal experiences. From Norrköping Central Station we went directly to the archive 

where we spent most of the time in our two library facilities. Mattias was delighted to 

discover several volumes of interest for his current research and as a fan of supernatural 

horror he was of course fascinated by the grey alien in one of our shelves. We could have 

spent many hours comparing notes and ideas on various aspects of horror fiction and 

paranormal phenomena but there was only time for a quick AFU tour. 

 

 
Mattias Fyhr in the AFU library. Notice the Lovecraft titles to the right 
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Mattias gave a brilliant and erudite lecture on the history of Gothic fiction from antiquity to 

the present day. On my question regarding the best horror author ever he was somewhat 

evasive but H.P. Lovecraft came very high up on the list. Mattias is the author of Död men 

drömmande. H.P. Lovecraft och den magiska modernismen (Dead but dreaming. H.P. 

Lovecraft and Magic Modernism). This is a study of the themes in Lovecraft´s fiction and his 

ideas on religion, spiritualism and science.  
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Dialogue before the lecture 

 

 

 

 
Mattias Fyhr lecturing 

 

There were several real fans of gothic fiction in the audience so the concluding question-and-

answer session resulted in an interesting and well-informed discussion. One woman in the 

audience also had a real ghost story to relate, where there were several witnesses involved. 

This made us all feel that the borderline between fiction and reality is indistinct as is actually 

the case with our subjects. Lovecraft would have loved that. Generally this was an exciting 

and delightful evening full of magic and mystery. 
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Jadoo and Esoterica 

Anomalist Books continue to publish excellent titles, both new and classics, on UFOs, 

Forteana and the paranormal. As I have often referred to John Keel in various blog entries I 

was especially pleased to find new editions of his seminal works in the book list. This week I 

recieved my copy of the 1957 classic Jadoo, a travel diary of his adventures in the Orient. 

When the book first appeared Keel promoted it by performing a snake-charming act in a pet 

store window in New York City. As you immerse yourself in this well written and 

entertaining book it becomes obvious why chapter one begins with: "I am a professional cliff-

hanger". 

 

This new edition has additional material not found in the 1957 version. A few typewritten 

pages of manuscript found in John Keel´s apartment after his death and edited out of the old 

edition. It is the story of Keel´s German girlfriend Lite, called Ingrid in the book, whom he 

met while working for the American Forces Network in Frankfurt, Germany in the beginning 

of the 1950s. It is a heartbreaking story of love found and lost, partly because of lack of 

money and also a young man´s dream of breaking free of a restricted life to look for adventure 

and mystery. "I wanted to see Timbuctu and Baghdad, not Stuttgart and Mannheim. I wanted 

to walk among the ruins of temples, not factories. I wanted to dig into the dark secrets of 

Egypt and India and write about jadoo instead of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization." 

 
 

Later in life, after his involvement in the UFO enigma, Keel referred to Jadoo in Operation 

Trojan Horse: "Previous to all this I was a typical hard-boiled skeptic. I sneered at the occult. 

I had once published a book, Jadoo, which denigrated the mystical legends of the Orient." But 

this is not quite true. Although it is written in typical Keel fashion with a critical and 

http://www.anomalistbooks.com/index.cfm
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/05/ake-franzen-john-keel-and-mothman.html
http://ufoarchives.blogspot.se/2013/09/from-phenomena-to-philosophy.html
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